U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

April 29, 2019 


MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 
SUITE 1203 

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384 


FOIPA Request No.: 1364347-000 
Subject: DURHAM, RICHARD 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 


The enclosed 128 pages of records were determined to be responsive to your subject and were 
previously processed and released pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Please see the 
selected paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI 
FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests. 
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In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are 
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your 
request fulfilled. Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially 
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does 
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records. Submit your 
request by mail or fax to - Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence. 

Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release 
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that 
you want the additional records processed. Please submit your response within thirty (30) 
days by mail or fax to—Work Processing Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30) days of the date 
of this notification, your request will be closed. 

One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA). Although we retained a version of the records previously 
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession. 

If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may 
make a request to NARA at the following address: 

National Archives and Records Administration 

8601 Adelphi Road 

College Park, MD 20740-6001 

Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to 
the FOIA. You may file a request with NARA using the address above. 

One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed. Although we retained a version of 
the records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer 
in our possession. Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code, 
Section 3301 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 



44, United States Code, Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 1229.10. 

Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could 
not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and 
disposal is carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR 
1229.10. 

Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this 
release. 


Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to 
your request. The “Standard Responses to Requests” section of the Addendum applies to all requests. 

If the subject of your request is a person, the “Standard Responses to Requests for Individuals” section 
also applies. The “General Information” section includes useful information about FBI records. Also 
enclosed is our Explanation of Exemptions. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following web 
site: https://www.foiaonline.qov/foiaonline/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. 
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be 
easily identified. 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oais@nara.aov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


This material is being provided to you at no charge. 






FBI FOIPA Addendum 


As referenced in our letter, the FBI FOIPA Addendum includes information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the 
Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. If you submitted a request regarding yourself or another 
person, Part 2 includes additional standard responses that apply to requests for individuals. If you have questions regarding 
the standard responses in Parts 1 or 2, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” Previously mentioned appeal 
and dispute resolution services are also available. Part 3 includes general information about FBI records that you may find 
useful. 

Part 1: Standard Responses to All Requests: See Below for all Requests 

(i) 5 U.S.C. § 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 
requirements of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). FBI responses 
are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the FOIA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA 
can be found on the fbi.gov website. 

(ii) National Security/Intelligence Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of national security and 
foreign intelligence records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1) and (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) as applicable to requests 
for records about individuals [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b3), and (j)(2); 50 U.S.C § 3024(i)(1)]. The mere 
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption 
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3); 50 USC § 3024(i)(1). 
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that national security or foreign intelligence records do or 
do not exist. 

Part 2: Standard Responses to Requests for Individuals: See Below for all Requests for Individuals 

(i) Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of 
any individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 

552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2j. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or 
do not exist. 

(ii) Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records 
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to 
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E) and (b)(7)(F) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and 0(2)]. 
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist. 

Part 3: General Information: 

(i) Record Searches. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for reasonably described records by 
searching those systems or locations where responsive records would reasonably be found. Most requests are satisfied 
by searching the Central Record System (CRS), an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative, 
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled and maintained by the FBI in the course of fulfilling its 
dual law enforcement and intelligence mission as well as the performance of agency administrative and personnel 
functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization and encompasses the records of FBI Headquarters (“FBIHQ”), FBI 
Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attache Offices (“Legats”) worldwide. A CRS search includes Electronic Surveillance 
(ELSUR) records. 

(ii) FBI Records 

Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this dual mission, 
the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every person, 
subject, or entity. 

(iii) Requests for Criminal History Records or “Rap Sheets.” The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 
provides Identity History Summary Checks -often referred to as a criminal history record or “rap sheets.” These 
criminal history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check 
is a listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, 
federal employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History 
Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary- 
checks. Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.ciis.gov . For additional information, please 
contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590. 

(iv) The National Name Check Program (NNCP). The mission of NNCP is to analyze and report information in response to 
name check requests received from federal agencies, for the purpose of protecting the United States from foreign and 
domestic threats to national security. Please be advised that this is a service provided to other federal agencies. Private 
citizens cannot request a name check. 




EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement puiposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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Subject resides 6204 South Parkway, apartment 21, 
and is employed as a script writer by the-National 
Broadcasting Company, Merchandise Mart Building, 
Chicago, He was reportedly born 9/7/17 or 9/6/18 
in Jackson, Mississippi. DURHAM received a B.A, 
Degree from Northwestern University in 1942, and 
is reportedly married to one, CLARICE-DURHA M. Sub¬ 
ject is reported to be a very capable writer, and 
in this capacity has written script for three 
Chicago radio stations, and has written feature 
articles for two Chicago newspapers. \DURHAMwas 
scheduled to attend a 16 day Communist"Party school 
in 1946, and was closely associated with GILBERT 
GREEN, Chairman, Communist Party, District No. 8, 
and other leading Communist Party functionaries in 
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^confidential ini’omant T-I, of known reliability, on October 21, 1946 to 

j efi's rr, than LICK DURH' 


' | day Comrvr 
X J_ J;ACKGtf;UI4. 
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Residence 


DURHAM <\f the Star had agreed to attend a sixteen 
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DURHAM had been living at the above address for six years 


6 *a 1 .. v-t'U'.h - arj-rray ; apertr.:er.t <■> } a dvised on December 2 , 1949 
jURHAM \r, presently -living rn apartment 21 at 6204 South Park- 
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X ! Employment 

V j “- 

^ Production Manager, National 3roadcisting Company, Merchandise 

Chlca ^°> advised, on December 1, 1949 that RICHARD DURHAM, 

■ i So Si! a r^ ay ’/ Pa r t * ,nt a ‘ 13 rr««»Jjr anployed bytradio station 
\ ' Broadcasting Corpany, as a script writer fob the radio show, 

^/Destination Freedom." ara has oeeo sr employed since June of 1948 . 
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f^hS^ciS^^tXa 01 kn0,m advised on Ootober 10, 

iomSSv DURPIAi!, who was employed by the National Broadcasting 

Company, formerly resided at 419 East 48 th Place, Chicago. 
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CHARLES ?. BRG'.MNG, Executive Assistant to the Publisher mentioned above, 
revealed the following former places of employment for RICHARD ISAEORE 
DURHAM, 6204 South Parkway, apartment 21, Chicago, Illinois; 

"1938 to 1941, Federal \7riters 

Overlapping 1941 to 1943, free lance radio writer on 
the following programs; 

'Great Artists', sponsored by the Art Institute of 
Chicago, NBC; 

'At the Foot of Adams Street', sponsored by the Art 
Institute of Chicago, NBC; 

'Lone Ranger' (three months July to August, 1943), 

Blue Network; 

'Author's Playhouse', NBC, Chicago; 

Dramatic serial,^radio station VGSNR, Chicago (free 
lance); 

'J. hn Freedom', Blue Network, (free lance); 

'What's New', Blue Network; 

'Grand Central Station', CBS; 

and other free lance programs, and original program 
for Office of Civilian Defense," 

Personnel records of the Chicago Defender for RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM re- 
|U) voalod further that he was employed by said paper as a feature vnriter from 
March 3, 1944 to ; April 3, 1946. 

Confidential informant T-l advised on May 28, 1946 that a POCHARD DURHAM 
took part in a staff netting of the new Chicago Star newspaper at which ^ 
subscripts n drives for said paper were discussed. In this connection^ 
it should be noted that the July 6, 1946 edition of the Chicago Star con¬ 
tained an article by FETCIARD DURHAM, which was prefaced by the folloving 
paragraph; 

"Missis ppi born RICH RD DURHAM is associate editor i 
of the hicago Star. Former feature writer for theu 
Chicag Defender, he,is winner of a 1945 Page One > 
Award given by the 'Chicago Newspaper Guild fc>r out- I 
standing news stories." 
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The exact dates of the employment of RICHARD DURHAM as a feature writer 
of the Chicago Star newspaper is not known, inasmuch as said paper is 
presently defunct, but it should be noted that the last article'by 
RICHARD DURHAM in the Chicago Star appeared on November 2, 1946, 

3h connection with DURHAM’S occupation as a script writer, it should also 
be noted that the March 1, 1947 edition of the Chicago Star contained an 
article which revealed that DICK DURHAM, formerly.on the staff of the 
Chicago Star, was readying a script about ALBERT)$MMDNS, famed boogie- 
woogie pianist, for his^ Democracy USA Show* 1 on WB5M on Sunday mornings* 

k 

The September 20 y 1947 edition of the Chicago StaT also contained an 
article pertaining to DURHAM, which revealed he was at that time writing 
a^ra&Lo..serial here three times weekly over station ’.VJJD called "Here 
Comes Tomorrow,” regarding a typical negro family in Chicago. The 
article revealed further that the radio programv'Here Comes Tomorrow” 
is sponsored by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. 

Mr. HOMER HECK, mentioned above, advised on December 1, 1949 that from 
June, 1945 to October, 1947, RICHARD DURHAM wrote the script for a 
fifteen minute radio show ’’Democracy USA,” which was sponsored by the 
Chicago Defender newspaper, broadcast over WBBM, a Columbia Broadcasting 
System outlet. HECK stated that in June of 1948, DURHAM was employed by 
the NBC as a script writer for a new thirty minute rf'dio show called 
’’Destination Freedom,” aired over radio station WMAQ, a National Broad¬ 
casting Company outlet, and which was jointly sponsored by the NBC and 
the Chicago Defender newspaper, but that in September, 1948 the Chicago 
Defender discontinued their interest in said show but NBC continued to 
produce the radio show "Destination Freedom,” the script of -which was 
written by RICHARD DURHAM a 3 a public service. 

In connection with the subject's occupation as a writer, it should be 
noted that the December, 1944 edition of the Guild Reporter reflected that 
RICHARDKJRHAM, feature writer of the Chicago Defender, was elected 
Secretary of the Chicago Iccal of the American Newspaper Guild. 
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Citizenship 

The records of the Chicago Defender newspaper revealed that RICHARD ISAECRE 
DURHAM was born September 6, 1918 at Jackson, Itississippi. However, {con¬ 
fidential informant 1-2 reported on October 10, 1949) c that DURHAM was born 
on September 7, 1917 at Jackson, Itississippi. ]T-2|advised further that 
DURHAM'S father was CURTIS DURHAM, and his mother vrais CHANIS DURHi-M. 


Also reflected: in the personnel file of RICHoRD ISADORA DURHAM of the 
Chicago Defender were the following schools attended by himj 

Hyde Park High School, 1934 to 1938, Chicago 
northwestern University, 1938 to 1942, Chicago 
(B.A. Degree) 

Northwestern Radio Institute, Chicago, 1943 

SnglewLod Junior College 

Y. '.C.A, College, Chicago, 1942 to 1943. 


Aarital Status 


The Chicago Defender records pertaining to DURHAM revealed that he was 
married t" one, CDARIC2 DURH..M; however no date for this marriage was 
note d. 


Hi see11aneous 


The records of Hill's Reports, Inc., a Chicago credit agency, were checked 
on January 12, 1949, but no record could be located for RICHARD ISIDORE 
DU DL-M of S204 South Parkway, apartment 21. 

II. ACTIVITIES AND AFFILIoTIolS 


^ Communist Party SchooT ^< 


Confidential informant T-l advised on October 21, 1946 that he had learned ^ 


(U) 
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from C^ROLYN'DRS' , National Communist Party School Director, that DICK 
DURpj.M of the Star had agreed to go to a sixteen day Communist Party school, 
i.ccurding to the infor/nant, CAROLYN DREW said the topics of said school 
\ ould be philosophy by GIL-GREEN, Cliairman, Communist Party, District No. 8j 
trade unions by FRED',/FI NS; district committee meetings by \ ILLIAM PaTTDRSON; 
the national ntgro by CLAUDS UGHTIOOTj tactics by GIL GREEN; and shop 
branches by EDSTi.RR.^: 

In connection with the instructors of the courses which were to be taught 
at the sixteen day Communist Party school mentioned above, it should be 
noted that confidential informant T-l advised on j.pril 23, 1949 that FRED 
FINS was Labor Secretary, Communist Party, District No. 8; confidential 
informant T-3, of known reliability, advised in September, 1948 that 
AILLL. PATTERSON had resigned as Vice President and Legislative id rector 
of District No. 8, Communist Party, to take the position of Executive 
Secretary of the Civil Rights Congress in New York City; the January 1, 1950 
editi' n of the "Daily \orlcr" revealed that CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT had been elected 
State Executive Secretary of the Communist Farty, District No. 8; and that con¬ 
fidential informant T-3 also advised on t.'arch 2, 194S that ED SidRR was 
Organizational Secretary of the Communist Farty, District No. 8, 

It should also be noted in connection with tho sixteen day Comnunist 
Party schoil that confidential informant 1-1 advised on October 7, 1946 that 
he had learned from SD STARR, Organizational Secretary, Communist Party, 
District No. 8, that he, ST..RR, Di.VID/ENGLESTEIIJ, Education Director, 

Communist Party, District No. 8, and'C;RDLYN DRED' were making arrangements 
for a school to be held in Chicago during November. According to the in¬ 
formant, ST,.RE indicated that this school was for club presidents, and 
that during the period from February to Nay, 1947 a series of schools 
would bo held forsvarieus industrial sections of the Communist Party in 
the Chicago area./£*. 

Confidential informant 1-4, of known reliability, advised on October 31, 

19*±6 that he had a discussion with SD S'L'.RR and JACK KIING, Steel Section 
Organizar for the Communist Party in Chicago*, regarding Communist Party 
scho-ols. According to the informant, it was br-ught out in this discussion 
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that arrangements were being made tu cr nduct a leadership school in the 
Steel Scctii n during Christmas week of 1946, and that anuther school was 
planned for the seconr week in Januaryv.- According to the informant, STARR 
indicated that CAROLY ORET: and JACKALING would handle the schools. 

The Chicago Star 

Confidential informant T-l advised on May 28, 1946 that RICHARD DURHAM took 
part in a staff meeting of the new Chicago Star newspaper, at which sub¬ 
scripts n drives were discussed ./%~ 

^Confidential informant T-Jjaidvised that the Chicago Star was a weekly 
newspaper dominated and controlled y the Conmunist Party, and that it 
commenced publication in Chicago on July 4, 1946, and ceased on September 4, 
1948. Acco rding to the inf< rmant, top functionaries of the Communist Party 
have dictated and Controlled the editorial policy, subscription drive^ 
and organizational setup of the Chicago Star. 

Confidential informant T-l advised on June 12, 1946 that he had learned 
from CARJ/HIRSCH, .Managing Editor of the Chicago Star, that DURHAM would 
be paid 065.00 per week as a feature writer on said paper. 

As stated above, the first editi. n of the Chicago Star, dated July 6, 

1946, c> ntained an article written by RICHARD DURHAM was prefaced by 
the folio ring informations u - 


(U! 


"Mississippi b rn HICHeRD DU -HAM is associate 
Editor of the Chicago Star. Former feature 
writer for the Chicago Defender, he is winner 
of a 1945 Page One Award giv^n by the Chicago 
Newspaper Guild for outstanding nows stcid.es." 


On July 11, 1946, confidential inf. rmant T-l advised he had learned from 
DICK DURHAM that pr< blcms connected Tith circulation and financial aspects 
of "Th-'Star" and the reaction >.f the Board t> the first cditl ns of the 
Star were discussed at a meeting hold at Communist Party Headquarters on^<^ 


- 7 - 





gON?fD^mAU 


• ft 


(U) 


Chicago File 100-18662 


that date, which was attended by DURHAM, CoRL HIRSCH, and GIL GREEN, Chairman, 
Communist Party, District No. 8. 

The same informant advised on July 3, IF 6 that DICK DURHAM had told him 
he, DURHAM had been praised by GILBEF TEEN for the quality of his article 
in the first editi-n of the Star at a m-oting of the Communist Party 
Secretariat held in Communist Party Heedcuarters, on July 3, 1946, and 
which was attended by H VID E MOLEST LI N, MLUAM PATTERSON, and ED ST..RR, 
in addition to DURHAM and GREEN. T-l also advised that he ha; learned 

from RICHARD DURHAM that he, DURR.M, had been requested by GIA 0R1EN to 
make oertain that the main points of a letter written by ’ ALL. OR, which 
was made public, get to the Star. 

Articles written by RICHARD DURHAM appeared in the Chicago Star newspaper 
from July 6, 1946 to November 2, 1946. These articles dealt primarily 
with local issues regarding the negro race, housing, and labor management 
problems. 

Arts for Vallace 

The May 8, 1948 issue of the Chicago Star contained an article captioned, 

"Arts in Action", which reflected that arts for Tu.LLaCE would meet on 
Friday, .May 7, 1948, in the hoodrow ViIson Room, 84 East Randolph Street, 
Chicago, and that DICK DURHAM, newspaper man and radio writor, would be 
one .f the leading speakers. 

In connection vith this organization, it should be noted that the August 7, 
1948 edition of the Chicago Star revealed that 'hurts For Vallace" gave a 
skit at a Progressive Party meeting h^.ld Acdnesday night in the Ashland 
Auditorium, where some two thousand precinct workers were invited to hear 
a rep- r t fr..m QHA NT "OAKES, President of the UFE and M Yiorkers of America, 

CIO, and a Is. a Progressive Party candidate. 

(C'nfid_ntial inf< rmant T-3^as advised that the Progressive Party is actually 
C' ntr^llcd by the Communist Party in the State of Illinis, but that the 
C mmurxist Party d<es nt t want this fact known inasmuch as the Progressive 
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uld Its' 1 its value and effectiveness. 


. col la - us 

"r. BOM ECK, Pr> ductf n Manager, Natii nal Broadcasting C> mpany, Merchandise 
'art 3ui ng, Chi cage , advised n December 1, 1949 that he has known RICHARD 
EURFL.M » ff and ..n f. r the past five years, and had worked very clo.sely with 
him during th past txx- years since he returned to the- National Breadcasting 
Company. I-FICK stated that fr m the C’ nversati ns he had had with DURHAM, 
he had f. rmed the impression that DURH.M 1 s family vhile living in Mississippi 
during; his y uth rare a little better off than the average negro family in the 
Community, and for that reason was the point « f discussi >n in any issue 
or tr-uble that developed along racial lines. HECK stated that he believed 
the DURH1M farm was burned out, cause unkn vti, and that subsequently the 
family moved to Chicago . He stated that DURHAM is extremely conscientious 
f equal rights, opp< rtunities, and privileges for the negro people. He 
advised th,.t because f DU-HAM 1 s zealons attitude toward racial equality 
.no his i.utsp' ken opini. r. in this regard, he at . no time tho.-ught that 
T RRi'.M was sympathetic to. the Communist Cause, but that subsequently he 
ad changed his > pinio n. HECK stated he had quest!. ned DURHAM directly 
i neerning any c^ nnecti. n he might hav^. vith the C.mmunist Party, and 
■ RiuoM had t. Id him p. sitivoly that he res n t a member f the C. mmurist 
rty n r h affiliated i th any f the < rganizati. ns supp rted by t'ne 
mmunist Party. HECK related that alth ugh DURHAM'S pursuit regarding 
! equality of the negro in the United States ran parallel vith that of 

’ he Communist Party line, he did n t think that DURHAM agreed with o ther 
> --.sues which the Communist Farty pr melted. HECK related that he did. not 
t oink DUY, . /’as e member > f the Communist party. 

CABLES ?. JRO'.KIMC-, Executive assistant t< the Publisher, Chicago 
r*.jfencler, e.dvis.d 1 : December 2, 1949 that he had Worked very cl.scly 
• ith EURH tt during his, DURHAM's, employment vith the Chicag', Defender. 
d.O'NING rated that be c nsidered DURHAM a very capable writer, but 
hat because of his attitude and actions it was necessary for the . Chicago 
ff.r.d-r tt fire him. BRO'.NING rexatee that while DURHi.M was ample ye d by 
Chicag. Defender, he had a feeling EUR HIM was foil'wing the Communist 
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Party line not because of any open commitment on the part of DURHAM, but 
because of DURHAM'S opinions and actions as unit chairman of the Chicago 
New spaper Guild, Regarding these actions, 310 NING related that DURHAM 
was against the established procedure in running a newspaper in that he 
did not think it necessary to have copy in on time, to have regular hours 
of employment, or to conform with other regulations which are so important 
to the efficient running of a newspaper, DURHAM, according to BRO’VNIN'" 1 , 
represent the Chicago Defender employees in his position as union chair¬ 
man to th' Chicago Neivspaper Guild, and that his uncompromising attitude 
during the labor conferences regarding problems of a relative trivial 
importance, was one of his reasons for believing that DURHAM had a tendency 
to follow the Communist Party line, inasmuch as he followed the same course 
and procedure regarding tactics as other known Communist Party members, 
which BRUi.NIMG had observed and been associated with in his official capacity 
as Executive assistant to tlx Publisher of the Chicago Defender. B.RODNIBG 
related that he could not recall any specific remarks or statements made 
by DURHAM regarding his leaning, but that DURHAM generally would put too 
much emphasis on articles which would incite the negro people and also 
■whenever an international issue was the subject matter of one of DURHAM'S 
articles, he would color said article in favor of Russia or a Russian 
dignitary, which ever the case may be. BRO NING advised he had talked at 
length with DURHAM regarding his attitude toward the Chicago Defender's 
established rules and regulati-ns, but that it finally became necessary 
to discharge DURI1-M for the following reasons: 

"1, RLs consistant tardiness as verified by time 
cards. 

2, His refusal to wbey shop rules as verified by 
such records. 

3. His failure to observe deadlines and follow 
a schedule in submitting copy." 

LRSTDR 3, BRIDAHAM, Secretary of the Art'lnstitute of Chicago, Michigan 
i.venue and Monroe Street, advised on January 9, 1949 he had been acquainted 
with RICE.RD DURHAM for approximately two years from 1940 to 1942, while 
DURHAM was writing scripts concerning artists and art subjects, which were 
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cast i'n a local Chicago radio station and vhich wore sponsored by the 
Illinois ’ riters project, vhich vas under the forks Project administration. 
BEIELR.II stated that he considered DURHAM an unusually good writer, with 
an excellent style, but that he knew nothing of his personal philosophy. 
BRID..R.M stated that he knev; of no organizations of which DURHAM was a 
member during the time ho worked in the nrt Institute, and had no reason 
to doubt his loyalty. 

• t 

JESSIE^GRIEGSLY, Secretary to the General Manager, Station EJJD, 230 
North Michigan Boulevard, Chicago, advised th 2 t the radio show "Here 
Comes Tomorrow", which was sponsored by the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company, was cast over radio station JJD from September 1, 1947 to 
January 2, 1948, but that none of the cast or writers on said show were 
employed by ' JJD. :'xs. GRIGGSLY stated that she recalled RICR.RD DURHAM 
as a script writer for said show, but could furnish no information con¬ 
cerning him. 

JOSEPH GUYNES, 6204 South Parkway, apartment 26, advised that he was 
formerly a janitor of the apartment building in which DURE.M presently 
resides, and that he has known DURPL1I for approximately six years. Mr. 

GUYNES stated that DURR.M was a writer and that he was up until all hours 
of the night typing. He related that in addition to his writing job, 
he was connected with scene sort of organization w.’hich had to do with rent 
control, and that meetings of this organization were held both in the 
DURHAM residence, and also in the apartment of one of DURE.M's neigh’ors, 
whose name 'was BARNETT or BEN'.GTT. He stated that the apartment number 
of B..RNETT or BENNETT v;as cither apartment number 25 or 27,6204 South Parkway. 

iU)- 

In this connection, it should be noted that [confidential informant T-5, 
of kno’-n reliability, advised on July 17, 1946Vthat CRET0RIA-B..RNATT was 
assisting a team of Communist Party members ojFzhe South Side Section 
of the Canmunist Party in campaigning for funds in connection w.lth a 
financial drive of the Party. 

1 U 1 (confidential informant T-6, of known reliability, advised on Jun 14, 1940V 
that GE 4-LDINE'LTGHTE0GT had told him she was attending a meeting that 
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-VL-ning i n the home o i CRAT0RI- ft .YU S^E. r i IETT, 6204 South Parkway, apartment 
number 27, 5 

[Confidential informant T -5 advised m January 14, 1949)^hat GERALD!! - LIGHTFOOT 
•603 Champlain -venue, was present at a meeting of Communist Party w. ctionaries 
leld at the -shland auditorium, January 14, 1949, at which her husband CL. 

?, presided. , * 

ihe records of {confidentia 1 inf. rmant l-Tlan agency which conducts security 
invsstigati. ns in the Chicago area, were checked on January 12, 1950 but 
no information was located which has not already been reported on previous 
pages of this report. 

I nformation Pertaining to CL. -TC~. DIRHAM 

oonficiontial inf. rmant 1-8, c.f known reliability, advised on opril 26 19-^6 

that CL.PICJ ir-cR.M,620-1 South Parkway, apartment 21, had made appliesti.n 
for membership to the Communist ’arty c.f the United States. According to 
the informant, CL-RICE EUPJLJI 'was a nursery teacher, a CIO union member 
and was proposed for membership by ^ 'A y BH/.DY, who v,*as a member of the 
Loop oect-i. n of the Communist Party. V 

III L ISCnipTiQM 

The following description is a corrulati.. n of information obtained from the 
uf th " ChLcag0 Dof °nder newspaper and from (confidential infermant 

::amc RicHiitr. is-dors Durham, wa. 

Dick Durham 

Se-x Male 

lace Negro 

Born September 6, 1918 or September 7, 

1917, Jackson, Mississippi 

Residence 6204 South Parkway, apartment 21. 
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Hei ?ht 

5'8" 

’ .ci ght 

168 

Build 

Stocky 

Hair 

Black 

-yes 

Dark, vears g]a sscs 

Complex! n 

Brown 

Scars anc- marks 

None knov;n 

Occupation 

writer 

Marital Status 

Married ‘ 

Relatives 

•Ufa, CLD2TC: URRAM 
Father, CUR17. >■ DURHAM 
Mother, CHINES DURHAM 


P J W DING 
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Cinr.unist ?■ litical ..ssociati. n 

Confidential informant T-9, of known reliability, advised in November 30, 

19'.1 that RTCKu.ED and GL-3YS DURHAM 6149 Evans, vrere present at a re pula r 
mooting < f th. 6th Ward Club, Cemmunist Political Association, at 6224 
South Rhodes ..venue on *!> venbor SO, 1944.NE^ 

It should be. n ted that this is the first meeting of the 6th hard Club, 

/m at vhich c. nfidential informant T-9 repirted the subject as being in 

attendance, and that subsequent t, this date, the inf< rmant never referred 
to RJ CF..RL EURKi.M as residing at 6149 avans avenue. 

There rasni indicati. n during a reviev: .f subject file or through active 
ir.v stigati n that DICK'.”'.! DUP.Hi.lI ever resided at 6149 Evans Avenue ; however, 
Chicao- file number 100-15263 reveals that GLADYS LUItHU has been known tc 
reside at 6142 Evans ..venue since 1C44, and that she is presently residing 
at this address. Chicago file number 100-15263 ’oes net reflect that 
GL.DY3 DUEHut '..as ever married to TEECKT.RD EURMM or had 3ny close association 
v.lth him other than the fact that tlvy attended the same 6th bard Club 
me:tings. 

It should be pointed out .that on (November 30, 1944, Confidential infc rnant 
T-6Udvisod that OL .DYS'bURIUI had become the vdfe of one, JESSIE' RICHARDS, 
ivh<is .mpl. yed at the Miller and Hart Packing Company, 4600 Packers 
..venue, and -,.h. v.as Press Director and member of the 6th bard. Communist 
Political Association. 

J / 

On many occasi > ns subsequent to the first menti'n of RICHE ED DURUM in 
the r p. rts of (£• nfidential informant T-O^L.DYS EURK.M, MICHARD DURiAM, 
and JES I j RICHARDS were all mentioned as being present at 6th bard Club 
Communist Party meetings, but no identifying data was furnished c. ncerning 
thorn oth.r than th. first ropirt as mcntii nod above. 
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Communist Party 

The ft Having information was furnished by confidential informant T-9 
regarding the attendance . f subject PJCK..RD DURHAM at the Communist Party 
meetings and the dates s>. specified below: 

T 'arch 23, 1947 

(U)- 

April 20, 1947 
April 23, 1947 


February 26, 1948 

j.t this meeting acci rding ti the informant, .ILILA! .ATTCRSON related hovr "N 
the Party must fight t< st. p the pr> secuti. n t f P-rty members held for 
contempt tf aurt, and other Party members being deported by Immigration 
and Naturalization Service. 

The same informant advised on February 13, 1948 that RICHARD DURHAM attended 
a "kiok off breakfast" for 075,000 fighting fund for 1948 on Sunday, January 25, 
1948, at the BB and H Club, 323^- bast 55th Street. According to the in¬ 
formant, CL.UUE LIGKTFOOT stated at this "kick off breakfast" that the 
fighting fund was needed t • carrj'- • n the Ci.nmunist Party independent 'n rk 
such as building the Progressive Party. 

'arch 4, 1948 Du Sable Center Emergency city ’.vide 

62 East 49th Street Communist Party membership 

meeting. 

Acc- rding to the informant, deportation <f Party functionaries was discussed 
at this meeting and the need ft r fighting such action was stressed. 

Confidential inf. man> T-l advised on June 27, 1949 that CLAUDE UGHTFOOT had 
told him that HAZEL C-RAY was working in DICK DURHAM'S cultural group, Communist 
Farty, District No. 8. 


306 East 43rd Street 


Du Sable Center 

62 i-<ast 49th Street 

306 East 43rd Street 


Ashland Auditorium 


South Side Section, 
Communist Party meeting. 

South Side Section, 
Communist Party meeting. 

South Side Section, 
Communist Party meeting. 

Functionaries meeting, 
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ADIITNIST’E.TIVS PoGE 


4 


-S-Sccllanc us 


The rcards at Hill's lieD'.rts, 
3. ’ . HICKLE3S > 


Inc., wore checked by Special Employee 


V check of the nam_s of HI CM .HD El'HTLM's parents were made against Chicapo 
indices, but no references culd be Located. 

- (Confidential informant T-10, of known reliability, made available on 

January 28, 1949U printed invitation t< the farewell testimonial dinner 
for LOUISE THe'IPSCN'Pi.TTE'LSON on Sunday, February 6, 1949 at the Dc Sable 
Community Center, Ballroom, 49 58 S.uthbabash Avenue. The invitation 
card revealed that P<.UI, HOBESON Would be the guest -f hi nor at this fare- 
w 11 t^stimi nial dinner, and the card also reflected the name of > ne 
did IE. HE' EUHHfiM and three other individuals. 


m 


rt should bo n tod that LOUISE THuTSlN Pj.TTSHSON is the wifo f \tttt « t 
' ; ’ •' mentioned on previ, us pages of this report. 

w, ul tempts we re made t- c<. ntact GLAETS DUHHj.M at the Lu Sable Community 
n j3nu3r y 1Q > 1850 in a n effort t. establish the fact that MCKAIcD 
DJHHjJJ had never lived at 6149 Evans ..venue and that he was m t her husband 
as reported by [confidential informant T-9^\hut she was not in. 
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THE ?■:. (jl'LTi-I'S HVIST V II 


.,t Jackson. Mississippi 

1 ill chock thj records i f the Hines County Bureau cf 
Vital Statistics in an effort to Verify the birth date 
of RICHoRE EURHt.M, born September 7, 1917 or Soptember 6, 
1918 in Jackson, lississippi, to CURTIS EURHoM and 

cHoNe:; eurh-.m 

THE ICYf.RK UVISILN 


At Ncv, r Y' rk City, Nov Y' rk 

• ith reference t.. yt ur New York file- number 100-96978. 
it is requested that | | be 

interviewed regarding his knowledge of RICHARD DURHAM 
and that the following information be obtained in the 
event he is acquainted with him: 

1 . --hat position HJRH.M hold on Chicago Star newspaper 
staff. 

2. 1 ihat Communist Party club CUR HAM was a member and 
what offices be held. 

3. Any association i f DURHAM with Communist Party front 
groups. 

4. Rcvolutii nary statements made by DURHAM 

th: cmc.-Gc ehvistoM 

i.t Chicago . Illimis 

.ill attempt t>- obtain a photograph of the subject and 
also ascertain the date and place <f his marriage to 
CLi. 'ICE DURH.M 


b7D 
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jS&RBEwSiL' 



ill by pr:tcxt inquiry with CLi.r.YS EUR HII, who is 
presently employed at the Du Sable Community Center, 
ascertain if she is acquainted or related v.ith RICH'.ED 
Hj :’lII, the subject i f this case, in an effort to 
d:finitely establish that RICH.RE EUPHAM reprted as 
attending Ctnnunist Party me tings by [confidential 
inff raant T-9lis identical with the subject of this 
ease. 


to 



£LLL_|ContactConfidential informants __ 

r any information they can furnish pertaining 
■RE DURHAM'S Communist Party activities. 


b7D 


N D I U G 
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iU) 

T-ls 

T-2j 

T-3s 

T-4 j 

T-5: 

T-6: 

T-7 r 

T-8; 
T-9: 

T-10: 




informant 


-- v.h furnished inft. rmatit n to Special Agent J. D. KIORDaN 

' S L 28 n ’ Q J'o 46; JUly 11 > 1946j 0ct< -‘ bQr 7 , 1946; October 21, 1946: 
^ 27, 1949; to Special Employee D, U. HOLLAND on September 18, 

„ 94 ? J M ; nd t, T Sp^ial <;cnt J. D. RIoR&.N and Special Employee D. »r. 
HiLLoND on July 3, 1946; and t( Special Agent J. D. RIORDAN and 
Special iimpli yec J. G. SUTTON on June 12, 1946. 


_—furnished information to Special Employee R. V. NICKLESS 
on octi ocr 10, 1949. 


' h i ri f^ rni ® hctI information to Special Agent HERBERT C. POHL’IANN 

I MaQ anrl a y-» + t r\ ac\ 


' n Ilarch 1, 1949 and in September, 1948 


jwh. furnished informati. n to Special Agent J. D. RTUHD..N 

” a! I Q A A 


n Oct, ber 31, 1946. 


F h ' furnished information via U. S. mail on July 17. 1946 

"V U 1 Q/'Q * 9 


and January 14, 1949 


__ ,vb '~ fur\nishcd information to Special Empl< yeo V‘. P. .MURRAY 

IS“ UMdcntiao<i •««* thcVcagc/om^c 

Industrial Detail, Chicago Police Department, whose rcc rds vrerc 
chec.ced by Special Employee R. r ., NICKLESS. 

ai* nym us source. 

rrrr -J n ‘'" dccca . scd > wh furnished informati, n t. the- Chicagt 

Vl r, L : S * m ' ?il ' n November 30, 1944; March 23, 1947; April 20 

Larlh 4^1948 ' FchrUGry 26 ’ 1948 >* Fcb ™ary 13, 1948; and 

J0F S R R C ™ r insti ^ ut ' d b F Special . lg ent CaRL N. FREYIi.N through 
JOo. BaR.TTa, janitor, to. co.ver IYC Headquarters, 64 Lest Ru, scvclt. 


b7D 


b7D 
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confidential informant T-1, of known reliability, on October 21, 1946 to 
the effect that LICK DURHAJ(cv£ the Star had agreed to attend a sixteen 
day Communist Party school. ^1. 


3hCKOHCU!T3 


Residence 

\ \ 

J0S2PI! GUYirjfi, 6204 Sduth Parkway, apartment 26, advised on December 2, 1949 
that RICHARD tURIl'Jl is V’ esen tly living in apartment 21 at 6204 South Park¬ 
way with his wife and child. Hr. C-UYHDS stated that to his knowledge, 
DURHAM had been living at\he above address for. six y ars. 

\ 

I&nulpyment \ 

/ \ \ 

y \ V 

Hof'ER HDCIC, Production Manager Vational Broadcasting Company, Merchandise 
Hart Building, Chicago, advised vp December 1, 1949 that RICKARD DURHAM, 

6204 South Parkway, apartment , is presently employed by radio steti n 
DBJil:, llatii nal Broadcasting Company^ as a script writer for the radio show, 
'^Destination rreedom", and has been So employed since June of 1948. 

/ \ 

Former Residence \ 

■ ■■ ■ — - ■ — V 

\ 

CILARLC3 ?. iD'.NI!'^, Executive Assistant tp the Publisher,'Chicago Defender 

Newspaper, ide available records pertaining to RICHARD ISAHORD DURHAM/ 

6204 South i rk..ay, apartment 21, on December 1, 194S, which revealed that 
DURIiii?. formerly resided at 419 Mast 46th Plaefcu Chicago; however, no dates 
were noted for this address. \ 

Confidential informant ^-2, of known reliability, advised on October 10, 
1049]&hat RICH HD DURHAM who was employed by the hgtional Broadcasting 
Company, formerly resided at 419 Last 48th Place, Chicago. 

Former Employment 

'Tht records of the Chicago Defender Newspaper, which were produced by 
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% 

The exact dates of the cm pi. yiaorrt of RICHARD LURK/. Mas a feature writer 
. f the Chicago Star newspaper is n*>t known, inasmuch as said paper is 
presently defunct, but it sh< uld be noted that the last article by 
RICM-Re DURHAM in the Chicago Star appeared on November 2, 1946. 

In cc nnocti. n rith DURHAM'S ccupation as a script writer, it should also 
be noted that the 'lay 8, 1947 edition t i the Chicago Star contained an 
articl. which revealed that DICK DURHAM, f rmerly on'thc staff of the 
Chicago Star, v:as readying a script about ALBSR'JW.i A DNS, famed boogic- 
ru, gic pianist, for his "Dorn/ cracy USA Show" ■. n ’..BBM on Sunday mornings. 

The September 20, 1947 edition of the Chicago Star also contained an 
article pertaining to DURHAM, which revealed he was at that time writing 
a'radio serial here three times weekly over station l.JJD called, "Kero 
C'mes Timorrow", regarding a typical negro family in Chicago. The 
article revealed further that the radio statim "Here Comes Tomorrow" is 
sponsored by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. 

Mr. HCMER HECK, mentioned above, advised on December 1, 1949 that from 
June, 1946 to October, 1S47, HICKiiRD DU^Hi.W wrote the script for a 
fifteen radio' shew "Democracy Ti SA", which was sp- - sored by the Chi cage 
Defender newspaper, but cast by NBC personnel over rid’" "tati-n AT 15 
HECK stated that in June ox i94L», DURHAM was employ ./. »,• chu .//Re¬ 
script writer for a rev: thirty minute radio show callc destination 

Freedom", which was jointly sponsored by the NBC and tr Chicago Defender 
■v rspaper, but that in September, 1948 the Chicago Dci'endor disec ntinued 
.ir interest in said show but NBC continued to produce the radio show 
.stination Freedom", the script of which v.as written by RICHARD DURHAM 
■ a public service. 

In c nnocti- n with the subject's occupation as a writer, it should be 
n. toe. that the December, 1944 edition of the Guild Reporter reflected that 
RICHARD CURIA.M, feature writer of the Chicago Defender, was elected 
Secretary of the Chicago Local of the juncrican Newspaper Guild. 


- 4 - 



« ^ " ( 10 -lf- 49 ) 

Office Mer, .- . . zum • UNITED SI—GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FHI 


FROM 




DATE: February 14, 1950 


Chicago 




SUBJECT: RICHARD ISA TORS DURHAM, wa. 
Dick H)ur ham 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


uj': h 


i c£- 


It is reconmended that a Security Index Card be prepaired on the 
above captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


ALIASES 


V}jff yoRaiTifiM wfTm,, 

fe%¥^pIASSIFiED 


RAC E 'Jr pr n SEX___^fg 


NATIVE BORN 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


DATE OF 


RESIDENCE 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


PLACE OF 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address). 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 


TOO:RMS 
100-18662 


. / ) r _J87649 -o2 


0 H. t’.y I b S 

»dD 10/nrxt' 


r 

1 \p- j v' 


:# ^ 

i.7.^3'4" <nrv^-wm:2ii 
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PERIOD FOR 
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wa 

lihRK j. LAWLESS 

TITLE 

0 

RICHARD ISAD0RE DURHAM, wa., Dick 

Durham 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

3ECURITI MATTER - C 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject identified oy Confidential 
Informants as a staff writer on the 
"Chicago Star" and as a member of the 
Newspaper Club of the Cnicago CP in 
1947 and 1943 and of the Chicago 
Tarvell Club in 1943. While with the 
Newspaper Club subject held the posi¬ 
tion of Editorial Director. 


- RUC - 



[The following information was nirnished 
Confidential Informants T-l and T-2, bot 
known reliability:^ u 

Confidential Informants stated they knew 
as a Communist Party member of the Newspaper CLub in 1947 and the first h. 
of 1943, when the subject transferred to the Chicago Tarveli Club, which i 
descrioed as the Jagazine Writers Club of the Communist Party. DURHAM wa. 
fied oy the Confidential Informants as a free lance radio writer who was 
sidered a close working associate of BEIt < 1 5 kRKS, one of the best known rad: 
writers in Chicago. Informants advised that DURHAM is a half hearted Comi 
who missed a number of meetings of the Newspaper Club and to all aopearan 
losing interest in the Communist Party. They stated that the subject ass: 
in writing radio shows for the "Chicago Defender", which they said was an 
Communist oublication. 


Confidential Informants further reported 
suoject worked on "The Cnicago Star" as a staff writer and wnile in the m 
Club held the position of Editorial Director. DURHAM was lator relieved < 
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NY 100-97740 


position because his employment did not go well with the duties expected 
of him* 

Subject was described as approximately 30 years of age, Negro, 
5' 8" in height and soft spoken* 


REFERRED iJPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 



NY 100-97740 


ATTrt l"NTSTRATIVE PAPE 

| According to Confidential Informants T-l and T-2J BEN PARKS 
mentioned in the details of this report was not believed to be a member of 
the Comnunist Party. Informants further reported that the subject was a 
member of the Progressive Party and was observed around Progressive Party 
Headquarters, LaSalle and Lake Streets, quite often. 



/ 





NY 100-97740 


rnwFTnF.NTTAIi INFORMANTS 


The Confidential Infgmants mentioned in the report of SA 
J. MaasfiSf Sift ^ at New York, New York, are as follows. 


T—1 


T—2 


Brooklyn, 

New York, a former memoer oi TOT Hyue ranr oxtb of the 
Communist Party in 1947. 


b7D 


Brooklyn, New b7D 

York, an admitted member 61 TOT nyue iirk Club of the 
Communist Party in 1947* 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA 1ELF0RD E. GARNER, 2/14/50, 
at Chicago* 



- 4 - 








D- s. •onpunwr flMTflll omc» 


7—2034 












103-HlllO 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


FD-122 
(10-19-49) 


TO 

FK.OI 


: DIRECTOR, FBI 
!, CHICAGO 


DATE: April 14, 1950 



SUBJECT: RICHARD ISA DO RE DURHAM, BAS., 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
(Bulile 100-367649) 


AU IKTOi'J'ATIC:: CONTAINED 

.H i3 UNCLASSIFIED 

J ' It ia i f 5 ^ 6 HfeesttSa _ ‘tBat a Security Index Card be prepared on the 


NAME 


above captioned individual 

X The Security Index Card- on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


Add Isadora Richard Durham 

T 


RACE_ SEX_ NATIVE BOR N 

COMMUNIST_ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)_ 

TAB FOR DETCOM_ 

DATE OF BIRTH_ 9-11-17 _ 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


NATURALIZED_ ALIEN _ 

INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


PLACE OF BIRT H Bolton, Hinds County, 

Mississippi 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 


100-18662 

CB:emn 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO 


FILE NO. 100-13662 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN MADE 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 6/6 /50 


RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM, Was, 


WHICH MADE 

4/28 j 5/1*2,3,5, 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARLES BOLZ C3:BAM 


CHARACTER OF CAGE 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


req. r *r? 

RKP’L * =. 


Subject continues to reside 6204 South Parkway 
and to be employed as a script writer by the 
National Broadcasting Company* Chicago. 

\_Informants advised RICHARD bdRHAM held meetings 
of the Art Guild Club, a Gammimist Party club, 
at his home in 1948 and is reportedly connected 
. with the DuSable edition of "The Worker"7] C 


- C - 


i( 


DETAILS:"^’.. /' AT CHICAGO. ILLINOIS: 

C <_* --2 K.S _ 

*4* 1 




\‘vU- 


Re sidenee 


V 



... J 

« V . < ,’i 


A pretext telephone call oh, May 23, 1950 to PLaza 
2-4116 (listed to RICHARD IV DURHAM, 6204 South 
Parkway) established from a person who identified 
herself as Mrs. DURHAM that RICHARD DURHAM continues 
to reside in Apartment 21 at 6204 South Parkway, 
Chicago• 

O ccupation 

HOMER HECK, Production Manager, National Broadcasting 
Company, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, advised on May 23* 
1950 that RICHARD DURHAM continues to be employed by/ 


1 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED^ 


Special Agent 
-y in Charge 
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CG file 100-13662 


Radio Station WMAQ as a script -writer for the radio show "Destination Freedom." 
Selective S e rvice 

Mr. ALBERT P. RIDE, Selective Service System, Chicago, 523 South Plymouth 
Court, on April 28, 1950 made available the Selective Service file on ISADORE 
RICHARD DURHAM, 419 East 48th Place, which reflects that he registered with 
local Board 7 on October 16, 1940 and was assigned Order No. 2254. The file 
further reflects that DURHAM was rejected for military service on July 5, 

1941 because of tuberculosis of the left foot. 

Educat ion 

Miss CHRISTINE HUGHES, Central Records, Northwestern University, advised on 
May 11, 1950 that ISADORE RICHARD DURHAM, 419 East 46 th Place, Chicago, 
attended North-western University, Chicago Commerce School, Evening Division, 
from the sunnier session of 1948 through the second semester of 1941. Miss 
HUGHES stated that DURHAM did not compile his course of study and thus has 
not received a degree from Northwestern University. 


Marriage 


Marriage License #1731894, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Chicago, as reviewed 
on May 1, 1950 reflects that ISADORE DURHAM, 419 East 48 th Place, and 
CLARICE/DAVIS, 6204 South Park Avenue, were married Junel9, 1942 at Chicago. 


Relatives 



The Selective Service file of EADOHE RICHARD DURHAM lists his brothers and 
sisters as follows: 


3rother - CALD'.TELL^IJRHAM, age 19 - 1941 
Brother - EARI^DURHAM, age 17 - 1941 
Sister - CLOTILDE^URHAM - 25 - 1941. 


Criminal Record 

The subject's name was checked against the arrest records of the Chicago Police 
Department on May 2, 1950 with negative results. 
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ACTIVITY AhJ AFFILIATIONS 


Communist. Party 

T-l, of unknown reliability, a person who is acquainted with the subject, 
advised on May 1, 1950 that the Art Guild Club, which was a Communist Party 
club consisting of members of the acting profession, held meetings during 
the fall of 1948 at the home of RICHARD DURHAM, 6204 South Park Avenue, 
Chicago. The informant further advised that RICHAMJ DURHAM, who is a 
director of a radio soap opera, asked him to join the Communist Party and 
intimated that steady employment in radio work would be assured if one was 
a member of the Comr.unistj Party. T-l stated that DURHAM related to him that 
IoKlvJUSL P,.^RL0RY 3 JAisICE^aNGSLO'D and OSCAR 0<BR0V.N, Jr. were officers of 
the Art Guild Club and were present at the meetings held at DURHAM'S home 
in the fall of 1948. (£*< 


T-2, of known reliability, advised on March 1, 1946 that ISHMASL P. FLUEY 
was a registered member of the Communist Party, Registration Card £49767, 
and at this time iiad allegedly been a member of the Party for 10 years 

The "Chicago Star" issue of April 24, 1948 reports that JANICE KINGSLOIY was 
to take part in a peace rally sponsored by the 3rd '.Sard Club of the Progressive 
Party at Forum Hall, 322 East 43rd Street, Chicago, on April 3C, 1948. 

The "Chicago Star" issue cf June 5, 1948 reflects that OSCAR C. BRCwK, Jr. was 
a candidate for state Representative from the First District, Progressive Party. 


T-3, of known reliability, advised on November 30 , 1948 that the Progressive 
Party in Illinois was controlled by the Communist Party but the Communist Party 
does not want this known because the Progressive Party would then lose its 
value to the Communist Party 

T-3 advised that the "Chicago Star" commenced publication July 4 , 1946 as a 
weekly newspaper and it was dominated and controlled by the Communist Party#o 


"The worker" 

. / 

On March 31, 1940, T-4, of known reliability, advised that MOLLl'PLItBER, 
Assistant Organizational secretary of the Communist Party, district £ 6 , had 
reported that DIGiC'DJRHAM was going to help out with the personnel committee 
of the Durable edition of "The Worker". The DuSable edition of "The worker" 
is a special edition of "The Worker" published for ti.e near South Side Section 
of Chicago which is predominantly populated by the Negro race. \/ 



+ ' 
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"The Worker" is the Sunday edition of the "Daily **orker", an East Coast 
daily Communist newspaper. 

Activity of ^ub.iect^ Broth e r. EAf-L DURHAM 

T-5, of known reliability, (now deceased) advised on A ugust 11, 1947 that 
EAiiL DURHAM, 419 Eaat 48th Flace, was Educational Director of Section 2, 
South Side Section, Communist Party^>X 


Miscellaneous 


<U) 


-T*”— 

\l-b } Of known reliability, advised on May 5, 1950J that he could furnish no 
_ information relative to RICHARD DURHAM. 

W - 

\l-3 advised on May 8, 1950jthat he could furnish no information relative to 
RICHARD DURHAM. 

<U) — v ,,x 

|T-7, an agency which collects security information in the Chicago area, 
advised on May 3, 1950 that they could furnish no information relative to 
the subject ether than that previously reported. 


-CLGSED- 
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ADMINISTRATIVE f A G E 


The arrest records of the Chicago Police Department were checked by Special 
Employee R. W. NICKLS3S on May 2, 1950. 


The Chicago files contain no information relative to subject's brother 
CALDWELL DURHAM, or his sister, CLOTILDE DURHAM. 

Investigation failed to disclose any record that ISADORE R. DURHAM was ever 
fingerprinted. 

No attempt was made to conduct a pretext investigation of GLADYfiTDURHAM, 
DuSable Community Center, to establish her relationship with RICHARD DURHAM 
inasmuch as the subject's marriage certificate reflects he married his wife, 
CLARICE DAVIS, on June 19, 1942 and thus was not married to GLADYS DURHAM, 

[is intimated by T-5 on November 30, 1944, when he reported that RICHARD and 
GLADYS DURHAM, 6149 Evans Street, Chicago, were present at a meeting of the 
6th V/ard Club of the Communist Political Association. 

Investigation at Chicago failed to disclose that RICHARD DURHAM ever resided 
at 6149 South Evans, having resided at 419 East 48 th Place up tc approximately 
June, 1942, at which time he moved to 6204 South Parkway, his present address. 

The Selective Service file of RICHARD DURHAM fails to disclose that GLADYS 
DURHAM, 6149 South Evans, Chicago, is any relation to the subject. 


T-3 advised on May 8, 1950 that he is well acquainted with GLADYS DURHAM, 
6149 South Evans, Chicago, and he does not believe that she and RICHARD 
DURHAM are in any way related. T-3 further advised that GLADYS DURHAM'S 
husband is not active in the Communist Party, to his knowledge^*^^ 


T-8, of known reliability, advised on October 30, 1944 that GLADYS DURHAM 
was the wife of JESSIE RICHARDS.^<^ 


Description 


Cto May 18, 1950, Mr. C. P. BRIMMING, "Chicago Defender", madb available a 
photograph of the subject. 





r 
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H FORMANTS 


HARMS B. GAINES, Jr., 3262 South Vernon Avenue, Chicago, who furnished 
information on 5/1/50 to SAS HERBERT C. POHLMANN and JOHN F. GRENVILLE. 

Anonymous source. 

who furnished information on 11/30 /48 to SA W. RULON PAXMAN 
and on 5/8/50 to SA HERBERT C. POHLMANN, and on 2/27/48 to SA JOHN F. 
GLEN V ILi.E . 

who furnished information on 3/31/50 to SA JOHi'i D. RIORDAN. 

_who furnished information on S/ll/47 to SA JoHN J. JARMUL, 

on II/ 30/44 to the Chicago Office in a written report. 

who furnished information on 5/5/50 to SA HERBERT C. POHIMNN. 

Industrial Detail, Chicago Police Department, who furnished infor¬ 
mation on 5/3/50 to SE R. W. NICKLESS. 

who furnished information on IO/ 30/44 to a person whose 
identity cannot now be established* 


b7D 


REFERENCE! 


Report of SA WELFoRD E. GARNER dated 2/14/50 at Chicago. 
Report of SA 1IARK LAWLESS dated 4/5/50 at New York. 
Report of SA PAUL G. TAYLOR dated 4/5/50 at New Orleans. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM z&Rslc/ CHICAGO 

SUBJECT: RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM, was 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
/ (Bureau file 100-367649) 


Reurlet dated August 1, 1950* 


DATE: August 23, 1950 





:d , 

i::p. 

-»**. V ; 


Information obtained from Mr. HOMER HECK, National Broadcasting Com¬ 
pany, Inc., Merchandise Mart, Chicago, on August 14, 1950, reflects 
that the subject was inadvertently reported as being employed by 
Radio Station WBBM, National Broadcasting Company, Inc., as a script 
writer for the radio show "Destination Freedom," in the reports of 
Special Agent WELPORD E. GARNER, dated February 14* 1950 and Special 
Agent CHARLES BO14, dated June 6, 1950, both at Chicago. This " 
should have been correctly reported as Radio Station WMAQ. 


Pursuant to instructions contained in SAC Letter #102, Series 1949* 
dated November 8, 1949, at no time during this entire investigation 
was any contact made with any officials or representatives of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, 3hc. 


Siclosed herewith are five copies of the following corrected pages 
to the above mentioned reports: 


1* Report of Special Agent WELPORD E. GARNER, dated February 14, 
1950, at Chicago. 

A. Page 2 (paragraph 2, line 4) 

B. Page 4 (paragraph 4* line 4 and 7) 

2. Report of Special Agent CHARLES E0I4, dated June 6, 1950, at 
Chicago. 

A. Page 2 (line 1) 


v 

\ t 


\ 


FNCL 

(1 

0 \* 


Copies of the corrected pages of the report of Special Agent WELPORD 
E. GARNER, dated February 14, 1950 at Chicago, are being forwarded 
to the New York and N c w Orleans Division. 


Inasmuch as the subject’s FD-122 reports his employment as "National 
Broadcasting Company, Merchandise Mart Building, Chicago, as Script 
Writer," a new FD-122 is not being submitted. 


Diels. - 3 
CB:LL 
100-18662 




CCs New York (100-97740) a £7 

J New Orleans (100-14110) (Ends. - 2) 


I __ - 
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Office Memorandum, • united sta*^ government 


TO 

FROM 


, -t *.HTI, T 

• J ) U\ J-J t l - y »• I - 1 JL 

o :/CiV’rO 


DATS: comb or b, 1 yyJ 


Card U.T.D. 


SUBJECT: 


ISiVJORE DURrl/V, '.ias. 
SECJUTY - C 

( ufilo 100 - 367 CU 9 ) 


V\.A 


. . J 


ft' 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 


ALIASES (DGl’YT";): PIC:. D~J:.:j L 


RACE_ SEX__ NATIVE BORN_ NATURALIZED_ ALIEN _ 

COMMUNIST_ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTI_INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)_ 

TAB FOR DETCOM_ TAB FOR COMSAB 


DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 

— ■ — 1 ' - 1 ‘ 1 ■ “■! 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS : 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) cSvure 


bi.i'xij o ( 7 u'3 . j* .... y .i-klinois 


NATURE OF INIXJSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 

NONE 


IOj-15662 
CwC :cc:in 


k 


< 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 04 


* 


FI 
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Office Memorandum • unite 


to 

FRO 
SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


\-l1 




GOVERNME] 


DATE: June Bp, 19i 


mC^SAC , 0 .HI CaC-0 

RICHARD I BAD ORE DURHAM, was. 
SECURITY FATTER - C 
(Bufile 100-36749) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSI FIED 
DATE 06-09-2009 BY| 


A 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 


ALIASES 


"To -—. 

—1 crj 


-h 
Cn 
m 
TT 


-Ca~ 


O 


— o.^ 

_ _ nz e 

INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


NATIVE BORN_ NATURALIZED_ 

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WOHCERS PARTY 


ALIEN 


MISCELUNECUS (Specify)_ 

TAB FOR DETCOM_ TAB FOR C0MSAB_ RACE_ SFJC_ 

DATE OF BIRTH 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


Midway Television Institute, 4 . 8 Bp South Indiana Avenue, 


Chicago, Illinois. 


NATURE OF INDUSTRI OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 

iione 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


b6 

b7C 


RECORDED ■ 83 
... 4' 

f ; 


DBB:dlz 
100-1866B 
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FD-122 

(1-2-51) 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


to : DLECTOR, FBI ( 100 - 367649 ) 

'V/^FROM : SAG, CIII '.AX) (100-1-662) 

SUBJECT: RICiARD IShD^RZ D RMAl, v;i., 
3 JO j - ..v i j. .. AT i'JR — C 


Card U.T.D. DATE: Decaab0r 21 > 


1951 



It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


X The Security Index Card on. the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST IVOfKERS PARTY 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)_ 

TAB FOR DETCOM_ TAB FOR C0M5AB_ 

DATE OF BIRTH 


RACE 


SEXc__ 


PUCE OF BIRTH 




O -TJ 

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and addre^)tp <5 


Cr> 




in 


Self-employed, 'Aritinp ar.d 3 Jilin - Scrlpuito Varies .lad^ Statist 
6204 South 1 ai'kvnj, G;ii' a-Q, IlLinois _ ae 




NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 




RESIDENCE ADDRE6S 


C3:amm 









STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Mem?randum • 


FD-i 

( 1 - 2 - 




UNITEL ATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3*7649) 

: SAC, CHICAGO (100-19662) 

SUBJECT: RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM, wa., 
? SECURITY MATTER - C 

V* 


date: February 3, 1953 

h :r. IMPCrHATIOti CONTAINED > 
j:13 UNCLASSIFIED 
D,,. E -\V >.'.U_- 


■4 


,«(■■ u-'- 






/s 


It is reconmended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) A 


NAME 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN_ NATURALIZED_ ALIEN_ 

COMMUNIST_SOCIALIST IVOIKERS PARTY_INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE_ 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)_ 

TAB FOR DETCOM_ TAB FOR CCM5AB_ RACE_ SEX_ 

DATE OF BIRTH_ PLACE OF BIRTH_ 

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address)___ 

Self-employed, Writing and Selling Scripts to Various Radio 
Stations, 6204 South Park Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 
NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDRES S Apt, 21, 6204 South Park Ave., 
_ Chicago, Illinois _ 

EWFtenm 


i- 



!0 FfcB. 



REGISTERED MAIL 





NO. 64 

Office j 


^DECLASSIFIED BY 



office Is/letnofandum • united sM’es gtdvSrnment 




TO 

r 

' FROM 


n SUBJECT: 

"Is 


DIRECTOR, FFI (100-367649) 

SAC, CHICAGO (100-18662) 

f* 

RI CHARD I SAD ORE DTJR”AM, Wa 
SECURITY MATTIR - C 

Rerrp of SA THOMAS J. DONOVAN, 
Chicago# 


date: April 30, 1963 



1. 


RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM presently resides 8t 6204 
South Park Way, Apartment 21, and is self-employed 
writing and selling scripts to various radio 
stations in the Chicago area. Subject is b mem¬ 
ber of the Negro race. 


2. RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM is married to CLAP 7 ~ .JR- 
TIAM. 



r*i 

u 


: r 


Subject '3 wife, CLARICE, is employed part-time as 
a teacher at Chase House Nursery, 211 3, Ashland 
Avenue, Chicago. CLARICE DURHAM Is a member of the 
Negro race. 

3. Informants advised DURHAM active in the Communist 

Party from 1943 to 1949 and was one of the principal 
Communist Party members who dominated and controlled 
a UuHois Theatre Group which was entirely dominated 
and controlled by the Communist Party. Subject re¬ 
ported in 1940 to have agreed to help out with the 
DuSable Edition of "The Work? r" andin 1946 to have 
agreed to attend a 16 day Communist Party school. 
DIRHAM listed as a feature writer for the "Chicago 
Star" in 1946, a member of the newspaper Club of 
Chicago Communist Party in 1947 and 1948, and the 
Chicago Tarvell Club in 1948. DURHAM 8lso reported 
] In 1951 to be a leader and Chief Organizer ol a 
1 Communist Cell. Subject reported to have prepared 
and written speeches, scripts and various forms of 
copy containing oropaganda to be read and oublished. 
DURHAM also reported in charge of publicity in 1951 
for the Chicago and C 0 ok c oun ty Citizens Committee^ 


I JD: LL 

REGISTF 




c OPJEs DESTROYED 

4o 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


RICHARD ISADORA DURHAM, 
V,'8 


and present at a convention of the Civil Rights 
Congress in 1952. Informant advised DURHAM'S 
name was mentioned st a Progressive Party Execu¬ 
tive meeting in 1952 a person tc contact on 
drawing material on such matter suitable for 
political action in tne 20th Werd. Subject also 
a subscriber tc the "Daily Worker” in 1952. 

Informants reported CLARICE: DURHAM, subject's 
wife, a Communist Party member from 1943 to 19^9. 
CLARICE: DURHAM an active Congress -of America 
Women Organizer in 1990, and an active leader in 
the DuRois Theatre Group from 191 6 to 1948. Sub¬ 
ject's wile reported at a May Day Rally and WILLIAM 
Z. FOSTER Eirthday Fall in 1951. CLARICE also pre¬ 
sent 81 an American Women for Peace Party and Ameri¬ 
can Peaj^£ Crusade meeting in 1951. 

5. FARir/^DURHAM, brother of the subject, was t ducati onal 
.✓Director of Section IT, South Side Section of Commun- 
y/ ist Party in 1947. Informant advised EARL active 
Communist Party member in youth matters irom 1946 
to 1948. Informant advised December 20, 1951 that 
EARL DURHAM was a Communist leader.^ 

FARL DURHAM also reported as having teen chosen by 
the Communist Party to beck Party members who would 
enter the National Association for Advancement of 
Colored People and work within th't organization in 
furtherance of the Communist Party cause. 

Informant related EARL DURHAM was Chairman of the 
Later Youth League in Illinois in 1951 

RCFE.RT^LA.VIS, DURHAM'S brether-in-lsw, is reported 
also a Communist and he is new in Los Angeles doing 
tit parts in the motion Diotures. 


-<L - 







s'* s 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


ti&t RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM-> 


Vp&l)#rdlvulge, M*; ac tivttlP# itt" the^ommuniat 
PprtyV Informant added that as 0f v 19l# subject 
appeared ta have been^lbptr^r tome Interest and 

.•• *' 

Executive Director of tbe 


Chfeegq, Defender, _ _ 

hbira* of the $pinf«»*tbet 
possibly agree to furnlab* inferj 
iU regarding' 




■ views oy .i|euritr subjects. ••. 

ft. w^- ; ' ^v-' v ’,’ •'••>'•'•- ,- - 

J thiir i'i cooperative, no affirmative steps will 

> bp taken dtiia ng the initial interview tD direct his acti¬ 
vities, but. 8 sepa rate communication to the Bureau, etting 
forth the results of the interviews and requesting authorit 
y? to recontefit the subject as a potential security informant. 




% 


^CLASSIFIED BY 
M 06-08-2009 


3 
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June 4, 105 


Iieurlet dated 4/30/53 . 

Bureau authority is not granted yon, at this 
time, to interview the captioned individual in view of 
■the fact the t there is -,o indication that the subject 
has lost sympathy with the Commipist Forty or that he 
wo ‘Id b* cooperative ~ S contac 

Tf at a later d . te, you. are of the option 
that an interview with the subject world be warranted 
yon sho ld ren vo your re^u-'ct. 


Y LL"&: Subject is included in the Cecnri ty Tn. ex a d 
is the brother of ■arl Tr rhan, a -:ey ftp"re in the 
Chicago Vi vision. 
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REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN 1 FQ^ 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 4/30/53 27*30J 4 / 14 J15 \ 

REPORT MADE BY 

THOMAS J. DONOVAN :LL 

- 20/63- 

"CHANGED" S 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

RICHARD ISADORA DURHAM, 

Wa I sad ore Ri chard^Durham 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Informants advised DURHAM: active in the 
Comunist Party from approximately 1943^ r 
to lSi-l-9 as a'leader and Chief Organizer. 
Subject reported in charge of publicity 
for Chicago and Cook County Citizens 
Committee in 1951; in contact v.ith the 
Civil Rights Congress in 1952* and a 
subscriber to the "Daily Worker" in 
1952. Current informant checks nega¬ 


tive 


- P* - 


DETAILS: 


The title of this case is being mark'.--:. 
"Changed" to delete the alias, D] . Y' T R T 'AM, 
as it is a variation of the subject's true 
name. 

I. E AC KG ROUND 



Residence 

IT—1, of unknown re list ility^Jwho is ac¬ 
quainted with the subject, advised on 
March A?, 1953 that RICIARD ISADOHE DURHAM 
is presently res id in at 6204 South Park 
hay, Chicago, Apartment #21. 


'h 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED 


Employment 

v - 1 ~ / V ~'~ U 5 < - 

/ / J ^ |T-1 JSupra , advised on March 27* 1953 that 

subject is self'-empl. yed, writing snd sell- 
fr.g_s.rr ip t. iLC_.V£r ixus radio st ations in the 
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( X 

Chicago area. \T-1 stated, j however, that he was unable to 
offer the names'of specific stations for which DURHAM wrote. 

Credit 

File3 of Chicago Credit Bureau, Inc. were caused to be searched 
by SF. HUGH M. EARNHARDT on March 26, 1953 and no record identi¬ 
fiable with R. I/^DURHAM could be found. 

Criminal 


The files of the Chicago Police Department were caused to be 
searched by SE HUGH M. EARNHARDT on March 27, 1953 and no re¬ 
cord identifiable with RICHARD ISADORE DURTUW was found. 


II. CONNECTIONS WITH THU COMMUNIST PARTY 

The Communist Party, USA, has been cited by the Attorney General, 
pursuant to Executive Order 9835» as a subversive organization 
which seeks to alter the form of Government of the United States 
by unconstitutional means. 


Membership and Activities 
T-2, of known reliability j ^ 



T-2 advised on July 16, 1951 that he has kncwn RICHARD and 
CLARICE If RH AM, subject’s wife, to be m mte rs of the Communist 
Party, as recently as 1949*^- 

The above informant also advised on instant date that RICHARD t . A, 
and CLARICE DURHAM were some of the principal Communist Party 
members who dominated and controlled a DuFois Theatre Group 
which was active for a period of several ye ora fr»m 1946 to 
19^9. These meetings were held at the DuSable Community Center, 
U.859 S. Wabash Avenue. T-2 added that this theatre group was 
entirely dominated and controlled by the Communist Party through 
the various Communist Party members who were interested in this 
group. 
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T-2, Supra, advised on September 22, 1951 that he had teen ac¬ 
quainted with RICHARD CLARTC r DURHAM i'or se\,en or eight years 
during’which time, iroir. approximately 1943 <-1949# both were 
members of the Communist Party in Chicego. o/ 


(U) )T-3# of known reL lability I O 

L: 

|_T-3 advised on October 4# 1951Jthat he h8d been acquainted with 
RICHARD and CLARICE DURHAM for approximately five or six years, 
8nd in his opinion, RICHARD DURHAM was a Communist, inasmuch 
as he h8s always appeared to be Pro-Russian in his statements 
8nd in his writings. 


(U) 


T-3 advised on December 29# 1951 that RICHARD I. DURHAM was a 
Communist Party member in 1951, being a leader and Chief Organ 
izer of a Communist Cell. "This Communist Cell" was referred 
to as '*The Cultural Club,*' or "The Artist Group." The main 
responsibility of the members of this cell was to "Reac~ the 
middle class, more specifically to disseminate the Communist 
line among professional people and groups, and to indoctrinate 
others of the middle class who would otherwise not he exposed 
to Communist ideas except through cultural association." 
Informant related that DURHAM was the one who would prepare 
and write the speeches, scripts, and various forms of copy 
containing propaganda to be read and published. 


^T-4, of known reliability 'j 

(T-4 advised on February 25, 1953j^hat RICHARD IS ADORE DURHAM 
W8s a figurehead in the Artist Guild and he was possibly 
8 Communist Party member but not a revolutionary. 

i r~ 

iU) yjt is to be noted that T-5# of unknown reliability,! and a former 
Communist Party im mber, bdvi3ed on April 24, 195G that the 
Artist Guild Club is a Communist Party Club. 
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'-j 

T-6, of known reliability 

ir » 

T-6, who is generally familiar with Oommunist Partj activities 
(U) in the Chicago area, advised on March 25, 19 53 that he knew 

of no current activity on the part of RICHARD ISADORA DURHAM. ' 

s / 

Y T-2, Supra }yx^ 

T-2, who is generally familiar with Communist Party activities 
in the Chicago area, advis ed on March 30, 1953 that he knew 
RICHARD ISADGRE DURHAM, but he has not seen nor heard anything 
about him in the past two years# 

II I. MISCELLANEOUS 

Chicago and Cook County Citizens Committee 


On March 7* 1952, T-6, Supra, advised that the Chicago and 
Cook County Citizens Committee was gotten together for the 
purpose of promoting a mass meeting at the Chicago Coliseum 
on November 25, 1951 to protest the Cicero Riot. According 
to the informant. Communist Party members were instructed to 
support this meeting to show that "left wing forces" coulc rally 
to the masses. All Party demands were subordinated to aive 
unity to this affair. According to the informant the Party’s 
part in this meeting was considered a failure and the success 
of the meeting was due solely t q the efforts of ALaEFNSON, an 
officer of the above committee. 

Y ;upra , 

T-6 advised on November 20, 1951 thst RICHARD DURHAM was in 
charge of Publicity for the Chicago and Cook County Citizens 
Committee in 1951* 


Civil Rights Congress 


The Civil Rights Congress has been cited by the Attorney General, 
pursuant to Executive Order 9835* as a Communist organization. 
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T-6, Supr a Jx 


(U) 


TO 

to — 

to - 

TO 

TO 

TO 


1952 


T-6 advised on January 28, j. 7 >< 
at a convention of the CRC held 
house Workers Center in Chicago, 


that RICHARD DURHAM was present 
January 19, 1952 at the Packing- 

X 

"Daily Worker” 

The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast daily Communist newspaper. 
l T- 7» of known reliability 

\jT-7 advisedjon December ip, 1952 that RICHARD DURHAM subscribed 
to the "Daily Worker" in 1952. 


\T-7J\8uded that the subject sold twenty .xopies ol‘ the February 
"10, 1952 issue of the "Daily Worker." Vt- 2 also advised on 
above date that 8 letter signed "A worker" with the subjects 
address stated that "the D p ily Worker" was "The Greatest Paper 
in the World." 

Progressive Party 

It is to be noted that T-6, of known reliability, advised on 
February 6, 1951 that the Progressive Party of Illinois has 
been under Communist Party control since its inception. 

T-2, Supra, advised on March 26, 19 : '2 that at an Executive 
meeting 01 the Progressive Party, 20th Ward, on March 23, 1953, 
RICHARD DURHAM’S reme was mentioned as a person to 
the purpose of drawing up material on such matter 
political action in the 20th Ward.C^/ 


2 3, 
contact for 
suitable for 


- p* - 
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Source of Information 
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3/27/53 
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Identity 01’ 
Source 


'T'-li 


Chicago, Con¬ 
fidential 
Source 

T-5 


(Deemed Ad- 
visatle) 

t -.6_ 


ADMIN. PAGE 


Date of Activity 
&/or Description 
of Information 

Date 

Received 

Agent To 
Whom 

Furnished 

File No. 

Where 

Lo cated 





1914-6-1951 

2/25/53 

J. W. T. 

MED A IffY 
and W. F. 
THOMPSON 

100-18662-53 

b7D 

Characterization 
of Artist Guild 
Club 

4/214-/53 


b7D 

b7D 

... (U) 

Current informant 
check 

3/25/53 

C RARE PS 

BOLZ 

(Orally) 

1 

Characterization 
of Chicago and 

Cook County Citi¬ 
zens Committee 

3/7/52 

CHARLES 

BOLZ 


1951 

11/20/51 

CHARLES 

POLZ 

(Written) 

100-24989-1A 
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ADMIN. PAG!' 


(U) 

Identity Of 


T-L 


Date of Activity 
&/or Description 
of Information 


Date 
Rece ived 


1952 


12/4/52 


Agent To 
Whom 

Furnished 


J. I. GIB- 
LER and SE 
B. E. WEBB 


File No* 
Where 
Located 



T-6 (Cont’d) 

1/19/52 

1/28/52 CHARLES 


1 




BOLZ 
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(Written) 
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Characterization 



of Progressive 




Party 
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L l ADS 


THE CHICAGO DIVISION 
At Chicago, Illinois 

Will await Bureau* 3 recommendation in reply to recent Chicago 
letter requesting interview of subject* 

REFERENCE 

ftport of SA CHARLES EOLZ, dated 6/6/50, at Chicago* 
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DIRECTOR, .FBI (100-367649) 

SAC, CHICAGO (100-18662) 

RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM, 'fa, 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


3VERNMENT 


DATE: June 19, 1953 


Rebulet dsted 6/4/53, 

UACB. 0636 Cl ° Sed Until S S1 “ r y report°is'"scheduled. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


: DI-tCC OR, RBI (100-367649) 


FROM 


: SAC, CHICAGO (100-18662) 

P* 

subject: RICHARD 13 ADORE DURHAM, via., 
SECURITY HA'.'TER - G 


DATBi June 8, 1954 

Card ttJUb 

7 , 9 


AT.X INFORMATION CONTAINED 

h: is unclassified 

Mwt_ BYOvYie. y.-,. 


•» t'• \ 1 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. , 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME _ 

ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN_ NATURALIZED_ ALIEN_ 

COMMUNIST_SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY_INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE_ 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) _ 

TAB FOR DETCOM_ TAB FOR COFBAB_ RACE_ SEX_ 

DATE OF BIRTH __PLACE OF BIRTH _ 

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) _ 

_ Bduaaticnal & Publicity Director, LiF.TA, ^ist» ,‘f 1, CIO _ 

I 

_608 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois 


KEY FACILITY DATA: none 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 


RESPONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 


- n 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 0059 South Harper Avenue 


Chicago, Illinois 


GEArem 

REGISTERED Kjl 


> ■ i- 1 
i v t 




» * 5 . 

V " 

To: 


FBI File and Serial No. 

1 L'-K FBI Headquarters 

[ 1 FBI Field Division, _ 


< 


A 


From: DISHO. Washington. D. C, 


Regarding FBI R'treport I I memorandum 

'£(!£'$ _ at (city, state) ' CCgc^j,-) , 

ary if file number is shown) 


concerning (title - not necessary 


it has been necessary to make additional copies for offici 
as indicated below: 


Number of 
Copies Made 

Distributior 

1 

DISCO-P/I, Columbus, Ohio 
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FILE NO. 


REPORT MADE AT 
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TITLE 


A 


CHAIiGSD >-;• 

ISIDORE RICaiRD DURHAM, wa., 
Richard Isadore'Durham 


REPORT MADE BY 

WHICH MADE 

/21/54 ]( ?j STSPH3M M. 

29; 6/2/54 '* 


CALLMND3R SMC:rcb 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

SH 


.4 ' , .4 1 ... j'j t, i 



, 1 




SUMMARY REPORT 


SYNOPSIS : 


6 


Subject identified as being a Communist Party member from 1943 
to 1949, and during latter part of 1947 and early part of 1948 subject 
identified as being member of the Communist Party Newspaper Club. One 
informant believes subject still continues to be a Communist - diig t<f. state¬ 
ments subject has made. Subject also known to have been Communist Party 
member in 1951 and a leader and chief organizer of a Communist cell. In¬ 
formant advised that he knew DURHAM as of January, 1954, as a follower 
of the Communist Party line. Subject attarded several meetings of the 
South Side Section, Communist Party, during 1947 and 1948; held Marxist 
study circles at his home in 1948. Meetings of Art Guild Club, described 
by former Communist Party members as a Communist Party Club, held at home 
of subject in fall of 1948. Subject reportedly in 1946 had agreed to 
attend 16 day Communist Party school. DURHAM also on mailing list of 
'California Quarterly" in 1953 and on mailing list of Chicago Council of 
Arts, Sciences and Professions during 1952 and 1953* Subject, in 1951, 
in charge of publicity for the Chicago and Cook County Citizens Committee. 
Subject formerly employed by the "Chicago Star" as a vrriter in 1946 and 
praised by GIL GREiiN, former Chairman of the Communist Party District No. 
for his articles appearing in "Chicago Star". Subject also attended 
meeting of Civil Rights Congress in June, 1952. Subject reported to have 
sold 20 copies of 2/1/52 issue of "Daily Worker" and was also subscriber 
to "Daily Worke^" and "The Worker" in 1952. Subject also reported a , 
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(U) 


principal member of the DuBois Theatre Group and was member of the 
International Workers Order from March, 1945, through September, 1951, 
and also a member of the Veterans Committee, March of Labor. Subject 
reported to be contacted to draw up material for political action in 
the 20th Ward for the Progressive Party in March, 1952. 

- C - 


DETAILS: 

The title of this report is marked "Changed" to reflect the 
subject's true name as ISADORE RICHARD DURHAM, as contained in the records 
of the Hinds County Bureau of Vital Statistics, Jackson, Mississippi, 
and to include the name of RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM as an alias. 


(U) 


(U) 


i. background 


Birth Data 


The records of the Hinds County Bureau of Vital Statistics, 
Jackson, Mississippi, were reviewed by Miss VIRGINIA Ciu.HON on March 24, 
1950, at the request of 5A PAUL G. TAYLOR and birth records vrere located 
indicating that the subject, under the name of ISADORE RICHaRD DURHaM, 
was bom on September 11, 1917, at Bolton, Hinds County, Mississippi. 

The child's parents were shown as CURTIS DURHAM, father, and CHAN IE 
TILLMAN, mother. 

Presen t Employment 

\0n June 2, 1954, T-l^of known reliability, advised that DURHAM 
is oresently aaployed by the United Packinghouse Workers of America - CIO, 
608 South Dearborn, Chicago, in the publicity and educational department. 


Former Empl oyment 


X 


LT-2, of lenown reliabilityJ"made available on December 1, 1949, 
the records pertaining to RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM, 6204 South Parkway, 
Apartment 2]., which records revealed the former places of employment for 
the subject as follows: 


- 2 - 
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193S - 1941, Federal Writers; 

1941 - 1943, free lance radio writer on the following 
programs: "Great Artist^', sponsored by the Art Institute 
of Chicago, NBC; "At the Foot of Alams Street", sponsored 
by the Art Institute of Chicago, NBC; "The Lone Ranger", 
three months, July to August, 1943> Blue Network; "The 
Authors Playhouse, NBC, Chicago; "Johnny Freedom" and 
"What's New", Blue Network; "Grand Central Station, CBS; 
I!arch3,1944, to April 3, 1946, feature writer for the 
"Chicago Defender" newspaper. 

pT-3, of known reliability^afovised on May 28, 1946, that 
RICHARD DURHAM was to be employed as a feature writer for the "Chicago 
Star". 


It is to be noted that articles written by RICHARD DURHAM 
appeared in the "Chicago Star" commencing July 6, 1946, and ending on 
November 2, 1946. 

The September 20, 1947, edition of the "Chicago Star" reflected 
that DURHAM, at that time, was writing a radio serial heard three times 
weekly over radio station V/JJD, Chicago, Illinois. 

Mr. HOII® ILCCK, Production Manager, NBC, Merchandise Mart Building, 
advised SA MILFORD E. GARNER on December 1, 1949, that from June, 1945, 
to October, 1947, RICHARD DURHAM wrote the script for a 15 minute radio 
show entitled "Democracy, USA", which was broadcast over MBBM, a CBS outlet. 
HECK stated that in June, 1948, DURHAM was employed as a script writer for 
a new 30 minute show called "Destination Freedom", heard over radio station 
WMAQ, an NBC outlet. 


Mr. HECK stated Mnat RICHARD DURHAM was presently employed by 
radio station MHAQ as a script writer for the radio show "Desbination 
Freedom". 

- .-.~~.~ . —. 

^On June 11, 1951, T-2, su>rajadvised that RICHARD DURHAM was, 
at that time, employed b- the Midway Television Institute, 4825 South 
Indiana avenue, Chicago, in publicity and promotion work and had been 
employed by that concern since May, 1951. 

'|0n December 14, 1951, T-2, supraT^alvised that RICHARD DURHAM 
was self-enoloyed writing scripts for various Chicago radio stations; 
however, he was not formally employed by any one station. 
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-fin T.Iarrh ?7_1&R2_ -Timo 30 1953> and September 22, 1953* 

_ [ orally advised SA CHARLES SETAR 

that RICHARD I3ADCRE DURHAM, who resides at 6204 South Parkway, 

Apartment 21, continued to be self-employed writing and selling scripts 
to various radio stations. 

Residence 

i- isx; 

L.T-4, of known reliability,J advised on Ray 13, 1954, that 
RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM, who formerly resided at 6204 South Parkway, Apart¬ 
ment 21, was oresently residing at 6059 Harper Avenue, Chicago, and had 
been residing there since approximately December 12, 1953. 

It is to be noted that on May 13, 1954, upon personal personal 
examination of the mail boxes at 6059 Harper, the name of RICHARD and 
CLARICE DURHAM appeared thereon. 


Former Residence 

' u T-2, suora^tmaHe available his records pertaining to the subject 
on December 1, 1949, which reflected that DURHAM formerly resided at 419 East 
48th Street, Chicago; however, no dates were noted for this address. 


JOSEPH GUYNES, 6204 South Parkway, Anartment 26, advised S.i 
WHLFORD E. GAR. bit on December 2, 1919, that RICHARD DURHAM was, at that 
time, residing in Apartment 21 at 6204 South Parkway, and had been living 
at that address since some time in 1943* 


On September 21, 1953, 


supra, advised SA CRARLES 


SETAR that RICHARD I3.-i.DC.iE DURHAM continued to live in Apartment 21, 
6204 South Parkway. 


fU) 


Education 


jJF-2, suorajfmade available his records on December 1, 1949, 
concerning the subject which indicated that DURHAM had attended the fol¬ 
lowing schools: 


Hyde Park High School, Chicago, 1934 - 1933; 

Northwestern University, Chicago, 1933 - 1942 (3.A. degree); 
Northwestern Radio Institute, 1943; 

Englewood Jr. College and YMCA College, Chicago, 1942 - 1943. 


- 4 - 
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Marital Status 


The records of the Marriage License division. Bureau of Vital 
Statistics, 130 North Nells, were checked during May, 1950, by SA 
CHARLES I30LZ, and revealed that Marriage License No. 1731397 was issued to 
ISAD0R3 DURHAM, 419 -east 43th Place, and CLARICE DAVIS, 6204 South Parkway. 
This license indicates that they were married on June 19, 1942, at Chicago, 
Illinois. 


Military Service 


jjT-5, a reliable and confidential 3ourceJ^$vised on April 23, 1950, 
that ISAD0R3 RICHARD DURHAM, 419 East 43th Place, registered for Selective 
Service with Local Draft Board No. 7, Chicago, Illinois, on October 16, 1940, 
and was rejected for military service on July 5, 1941, because of tuber¬ 
culosis of she left foot. 


Criminal Record 


The records of th . Division of Records and Communications, of 
the Chicago Police Uenartment, were reviewed on January 15, 1954, by 
Patrolman"CHA.iL.AJ M. DU SHAIRS at the request of SE HUGH M. EARNHARDT. 

However, no record identifiable with JUPMlAM could be located. 

Status of Health 

\t-5, suprajadvised on April 23, 1950, that as of July 5, 1941, 

ISACORE RICKaRD DURHAM, 419 East 43th Place, vias suffering from tuberculosis 
of the left foot. 


Relatives 

\_0n December 1, 1949, T-2, supra^xumished information concerning 
RICHARD ISADCRE DURHAM, 5204 South Parkway, Apartment 21, which reflected 
the following individuals as relatives of DURHAM: 

Mother, CHaNIE DURHAM; 

Father, CURTIS DURHAM; 

Rife, CLARICE DURHAM. 

L.T-5, su jra,?ldvised on April 23, 1950, that the following 
individuals were relatives of ISADCRE RICHARD DURHAM, 419 East 48th Place, 
in 1940: 
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Brother, CALDWELL DURHAM, age 19; 

Brother, EARL DURHAM, age 17: 

Bister, CLO'i'ILDE, age 25. 

On October 4, 1951, CHARLES REID, 4314 South Langley, orally 
advised SA ROBERT J. WILSON that the follow'dng individuals are relatives of 
the subject in addition to those listed above: 

Brother, CURTIS DURHAM, JR.; 

Sister, CLAUDIA HARIS DURHAM; 

Sister, WINIFRED DURHAM HOLLAND. 


II. CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST 
PART Y AND T HE COLL.UN 1ST POLITICAL ASSOCIATION 

The Communist Party and the Communist Political Association 
have been designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 


Membership and Activities 

\ jr-6 and T-7, of known reliability I X 


These informants advised on February 23, 1950, that they knew 
the subject as a Communist Party member of the Newspaper Club in 1947 
and the first half of 1948, at which'time the subject transferred his mem¬ 
bership to the Chicago Tarvel Club, which was described by the informants 
as the magazine writers' club of the Communist Party. 


^ T-8, of known reliability ^ y><^ 


This informant advised on July 16, 1951 
RICHARD and CLARICE DURHAM, who is the subject's 
Communist Party as recently as 1949. 


, that he has known 
wife, to be members of the 


On September 22, 195-1, this informant advised that from approxi¬ 
mately 1943 to 1949 he knew RICHARD DURHAM to be a member of the Communist 
Party, Chicago. 

^ ?-2, supra j X 

This informant advised on October 4, 1951, that he had been ac¬ 
quainted with RICHARD and CLARICE DURHAM for approximately five or six 
years and, in his opinion, RICHARD DURHAM was a Communis t, inasmuch as he 
had always appeared to be pro-Russian in his statements and in his 
writings. 
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On December 29, 1951, this informant further advised that 
RICHARD ISADORE DURHAM was a Communist Party member in 1951, being a 
leader and chief organizer of a Communist cell. This Conmunist cell 
was referred to as the "Cultural Club", or the "Artist Group". The 
main responsibility of the members of this cell was to "reach the miudle 
class, more specifically to disseminate the Communist line among profes¬ 
sional people and groups, and to indoctrinate others of the middle class 
who would otherwise not be exposed to Communist ideas except through cul¬ 
tural association." The informant related that DURHAM was the one who 
would prepare and write the speeches, scriots, and various forms of copy 
containing propaganda to be read and published* 


(U) 


(U) 


Oi'iAH L. SPACER 
409 Oakwood Avenue 
Cine ago, Illinois 


Mr. SPENCER was interviewed by SAs I!ORMAN J. S0UTHL2A and 
JOSEPH S. TRAVEtS, JR., on December 21, 1953, at State and Van Buren 
Streets. SPENCER stated that he pame to Cliicago in the 1930s and attempted 
to make his living writing. Some time in the middle 1930s, SPENCER began 
to frequent the Abraham Lincoln Center, and at the Center, he claimed he 
came in contact with individuals whom he believed to be Communists. He 
stated that he himself was never a Communist, and it was because he did 
not agree with the Communists in the writing field that he v/as unable to 
obtain work. SPENCER stated that he came in contact with RICHARD DURHAM, 
a script writer, whom ho believed to be a Communist. 


\ T-9, of known reliabilit y | 


This informant advised on January 6, 1954, that he knew DURHAM 
as a follower of the Communist Party line at this time. 


p-10, of known reliability ^ 

Thi3 informant advised on April 14, 1947, that RICHARD DURHAM 
had attended a meeting of the South Side Section of he Communist Party on 
March 23, 1947, held at 306 East 43rd Street 


This informant advised on May 20, 1947, that RICHaRD DURHAM 
had attended a meeting of the South Side Section of the Communist Party 
on April 20, 1947, held at the DuSable Center, 62 East 49th Street. jXT 


This informant arlvised that RICHARD DURHAM had attended a meeting 
of the South Side Section of the Communist Party on April 23, 1947, at 
306 East 43rd Street, 
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This informant advised on February 13, 1948, that RICHARD 
DURHAM had attended a Communist Party Kick-off Breakfast to raise '^75,000.00 
which Tvas held on January 25, 1948, at the B. B. & W. Club, 323s East 
55th Street 

This informant advised on March 4, 1948, that RICHARD DURHAM 
had attended a functionaries meeting of the Communist Party held at the 
Ashland Auditorium on February 26, 1948, at 7:00 p.m.^Sx^ 

On November 3, 1953, JOAN ROBINSON, 5132 South Greenwood, ad¬ 
vised SAs FRANCIS P. COFFEY end RICHARD T. O'KEEFE that shortly after 
she came to Chicago in June, 1947, to reside, she attended approximately 
two or three Communist Party meetings held in various people's homes in 
the vicinity of the University of Chicago. She stated that in the early 
part of 1948, she attended a Marxist Study Circle, held at the home of 
RICHARD DURHAM, on Chicago's South Side. She stated that these meetings 
were usually held on Sunday afternoons and were usually held under the 
direction of RICHARD DURHAM. 

Miss ROBINSON stated that about this time she became thoroughly 
disgusted with the Marxist Study Circles, as she believed that these 
people, as Communist Party sympathizers, were only interested in the study 
of Marxism and Russia and had no concern whatsoever for the people of 
the Negro race. She further advised that in November, 1948, at the time 
of the presidential election, she was a member of the Progressive Party 
and firmly believed that the Progressive Party would substantially be a 
benefit to the Negro people; however, she stated that she had seen and 
heard RICHARD DURHAM and other members of the Marxist Study Circle try 
to influence and twist the program of the Progressive Party to coincide 
with that of the Communist Party. 

HARRIS B. GAINES, JR. 

3666 South Vernon Street 

Chicago. Illino is_ 

This individual was interviewed on April 24, 1950, by SAs 
HERBERT C. POHLMaN and JOHN F. GL3IVILLE, and stated that he was a former 
member of the Conmunist Party. GAINES further stated that he became ac¬ 
quainted with various Communist Party members due to the fact that he 

was invited to attend three or four meetings of the Art Guild Club, which, 
he stated, was a Communist Party Club, consisting of members of the acting 
profession. He stated that these meetings took place during the fall of 
1948 at the home of RICHARD DURHAM, 6204 South Parkway, and that DURHAM 
had asked GAINES to join the Communist Party and intimated to him that 
steady employment in radio work would be assured if he were a Communist 
Farty member. £ 
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Current Contacts V/ith Informants 


(U) 


The followinr informants, all of known reliability, orally 
advised on the given dates that they had no information in their possession 
concerning any current activity on the part of the subject. These in¬ 
formants are generally familiar with Communist Party and related activity 
in the Chicago area. 



T-17 

May 3, 1954 

T- 8 , suora 

April 30, 1954 

T-18 

Kay 10, 1954 

T-19 

May 6 , 1954 

T-20 

May 6 , 1954 

r-2i 

May 14, 1954 

T-22 

May 7, 1954 


III. MISCrlLAIIEOUS 


"California Quarterly' 1 

The October 24, 1951, Los Angeles edition of the "Daily People's 
■forId", a test Coast Communist newspaper, contained an announcement on 
page 7 of a new Quarterly magazine, which was described as "new, progres¬ 
sive publication entitled 'California Quarterly*." This announcement 
stated that "more good writing would come out of the 1950 's than is 
likely to achieve publication" and that "contemporary writing is threatened 
equally by censorship and obscurantism." 


!U) 




T-23 advised on March 27, 1953, that during March, 1953, THOMAS 
MC GRATH, a member of the editorial board of the '’California Quarterly", 
since its inception, stated in a discussion of the policies of the maga¬ 
zine that the policy of the magazine is necessarily one with a "Marxist- 
Leninist" objective, with a policy of accepting articles that are slanted 
in that direction, although not necessarily from a "llarxist-Leninist" 


source. 




\t- 24, of known rellabilityJaSvised on March 15, 1952, that 
THOMAS^MO—GRATH at that time was a manber-at-large of she Los Angeles 
County Communist Party. 


| ^T-25. of known reliability j )^. 


On August 17, 1953, this informant furnished information indicating 


(L. 
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that the "California Quarterly", 4360^- Melrose Avenue, Hollywood, Califor¬ 
nia, had received a letter written on the stationery of the United Pack¬ 
inghouse Workers of America, 60S South Dearborn, Chicago, and signed by 
RICHARD DURHAM, National Program Coordinator, requesting two copies of 
the summer, 1953* issue of the "California f'uarterly", containing the 
script movie, "Salt of the Garth". 

It is to be noted that the movie, "Salt of the Garth", has been 
publicized in various newspapers as Communist inspired propaganda. 


Chicago Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions 

,J-26, of known reliabilityjgdfufnished information on March 6, 
1952, reflecting that the Chicago Council of Arts, Sciences and Profes¬ 
sions is the Chicago affiliate of the National Council of arts. Sciences 
and Professions. 

It is to be noted that the National Council of Arts, Sciences 
and Professions has be n cited as a Communist front organization by the 
Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities according to House 
Report No. 1954, dated April 26, 1950. 

T-8, sunra 


This informant furnished information on March 6, 1953, which 
reflected that RICHARD DURHAM, 6204 South Parkway, Chicago 37, Illinois, 
was on the mailing list of die Chicago Council of arts, Sciences and 
Professions. The informant stated that this vra3 the 1952 mailing list of 
the Chicago Council of arts. Sciences and Professions, is¬ 


suer a 


-X 


This informant advised on May 9, 1952, that RICKARD DURHAM, 6204 
South Parkway, Chica o 37, was on the general mailing list of the Chicago 
Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions. The informant stated that 
this list contained both the members of die Chicago Council of arts. Sciences 
and Professions for 1951 and 1952, together with individuals who are in¬ 
terested in the work of the Chicago Council of nrts, Sciences and Profes¬ 
sions. 
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Chicago and Cook County Citizens Committee 

T-18, supra, advised on March 7, 1952, that the Chicago and 
Cook County Citizens Committee was gotten together ftr the purpose of 
promoting a mass meeting at the Chicago Coliseum on November 25, 1951, 
to protest the Cicero Riot. According to this informant, Communist 
Party members were instructed to support this meeting to show that 
"the left wing forces" could rally to the masses. All Party demands 
were subordinated to give unity to this affair. The informant advised 
;m that the Party's part in this meeting was considered a failure, and the 

success of the meeting was due solely to the efforts of one AL Bill SON, 
an officer of the above committee, 

(U)--* MdLJssss 4 ^ 

This informant advised on November 20, 1951, that RICHARD 
DURfiAM was in charge of the oublicity for the Chicago and Cook County 
Citizens Committee in 1951. 


(U) 


(U) 


(U) 


"Chicago Star" 


T-18, supra, advised on March 1, 194-9, that the "Chicago Star" 
was a weekly newspaper controlled by the Communist Party, and that it 
commenced publication in Chicago on July 4, 1946, and ceased publication 
on September 4, 1948. According to the informant, top functionaries 
of the Communist Party dictated and controlled the editorial policies, 
subscription drives, and the organizational setup of the "Chicago Star".£<C 

Jaj X 

This informant advised on May 28, 1946, that RICHARD DURHAM 
took part in a staff meeting of the new "Chicago Star" newspaper, at 
which subscriptions were discussed. 


^ T-27, of known reliability J ^ 


This informant advised on June 12, 1946, tint he had learned 
from CAilIj' HHSCH, Managing editor of the "Chicago Star", that RICHARD 
DURHAM would be paid £65.00 per week as a feature writer. 1- 
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T-18, suora, advised on May 12, 1952, that CAi<L HIR3CH is 
known by him to be a member of the Communist Party. X 

(U) Y t- 28 , of knO'Vn reliability 

This informant advised on July 3, 1946, that DICK DURHAM had 
been praised by GIL GREEN, supra, for the quality of his article in the 
first edition of the "Star", at a meeting of the Communist Party Secre- 
p tariat, held at the headquarters of the Communist Party in Chicago on 

July 3, 1946. X 


(U) 


It is to be noted that articles written by RICHARD DURHAM 
appeared in the "Chicago Star" newspaper from July 6, 1946, to November 2, 
1946. These articles dealt primarily with local issues regarding the 
Negro race, housing and labor management problems. 


T-29, of known reliability 'X 
U- -J 


This informant advised on July 11, 1946, that he had learned 
from DICK DURHAM that problems pertaining to circulation and the finan¬ 
cial aspects of the "Star" and the reactions of the Board to the first 
edition of the "Star" were discussed at a meeting held at the Communist 
Party headquarters on July U, 1946, which was attended by DURHAM, C*.RL 
HIRSCH, supra, and GIL GREEN, supra. 


Civil Rights Congress 

The Civil Rights Congress has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

T-18, suor aj X 

This informant advised on January 27, 1952, that RICHARD DURHAM 
jU) attended a Civil Rights Congress convention, held on January 19, 1952, 

at the Packinghouse 'Corkers Center. 


"Daily Worker" and "The Worker" 

The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist daily newspaper. 
"The Worker" is the Sunday edition of the "Daily Worker". 
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fU) 


^ JT-30, of known reliability 


This informant advised on March 31, 1950, that DICK DURHAM 
was going to help out with the personnel committee of the DuSable 
edition of "The Worker'PsC- 

It is to be noted that the DuSable edition of "The Worker" 
is a special edition, published for the Near South Side Section of Chicago, 
which is predominantly settled by the Negro race, 

Y jT-31 . of known reliability j ^ 


This informant advised on December 4, 1952, that RICHARD DURHAM 
subscribed to the "Daily Worker" in 1952, This informant further advised 
that DURHAM had sold twenty copies of the February 10, 1952, issue of the 
"Daily Worker", and that on Decanber 4, 1952, a letter signed "A ’Worker" 
with DURHAM'S address, 6204 South Parkway, Chicago, was received, and 
stated that "the 'Daily Worker' is the greatest newspaper in the world." 


This informant further stated that on December 4, 1952, a letter 
was received renewing the subscription of "The Worker" and praising the 
newspaper for its Negro History Week issue of February 10, 1952, with the 
return address of 6204 South Parkway, Chicago. 

A clipping from "The Worker" dated June 18, 1950, page 1, col¬ 
umns 4 and 5, captioned "White Sox Presented with Negro Ace Ball Players 
as Prospects". 


The article states that the DuSable Worker has received letters 
from its readers and other people interested in ending .hite oox Jimcrow. 

"Typical of these expressions of su raort is one from the popular 
Negro radio writer and journalist, RICHARD DURHAM, 'If th-.-- Sox were free 
from its dilbo-Uankin white supremacy policy t>ev would have long ago 
hired Negro baseball olayers,' wrote DURHAM, 'both from a domestic minded 
as well, as from a financial point of view. Dome action is needed as in 
New York in the case of Brooklyn, to ond the oox's barbarous practice against 
the Negro people.'" 


DuBois Theatre Group 

T-S, supra, advised on July 16, 1951, that the DuBois Theatre 
Group was active for a period of several years from 1946 to 1949, and that '£-) 
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the group meets at the DuSable Community Center, 4859 South Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago. The informant stated that this group was entirely con¬ 
trolled and dominated the Communist Party, through various members 
who were interested in this group. 




supra j 


X 


This informant advised on July 16, 1951, that RICHARD DURHAM 
was one of the principal Communist Party members, who controlled and 
dominated the DuBois Theatre Group from 1946 to 1949. 


Intematjonal Workers Order 

The International Workers Order has been designated b' r the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to executive Order 10450. 

1-31, supr a y/ 

This informant furnished information on July 23, 1951, that 
RICHARD D. DURHAM, born in 1917, was a paid up member of the International 
Workers Order, Lodge Mo. 7514, and had been a member of the Lodge since 
March, 1945, and was paid up through September, 1951. 


"March of Labor" 


The"March of Labor" is a publication reflecting the oolicy 
as being within the extreme left wing of the trade union movement, and 
as of December, 1953, was published in Chicago, Illinois. 

^ 'i‘-32 , of kn own r eliability X 

This informant furnished information on September 27, 1952, 
that RICKARD DURHAM, 6204 South Parkway, was a member of tile "liarch of 
Labor" features committee. X 


Progressive Part y 

T-18, supra, advised on February 6, 1951, that the Progressive 
Party of Illinois is under the control of the Communist Party and has been 
under Communist control since its inception. 
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This informant advised on March 26, 1952, that an Executive 
Committee meeting of the 20th Ward of the Progressive Party was held 
on March 23, 1952, at 6228 Eberhart Avenue, Chicago, and that it was 
determined at this meeting that RICHARD DURHAM, among others, should 
be contacted to draw up material on subject matters suitable for poli¬ 
tical action in the 20th ./ard. 


Information Pertaining to CLARICE DURHAM, 

Wife of ISADORE RICHARD DURHAM _ 

?-33, of known reliability, advised on April 26, 1946, that 
CLARICE DURHAM, 6204 South Parkway, Apartment 21, had made application 
for membership in the Communist Party. According to the informant., 
CLARICE DURHAM was a Negro, a nursery teacher, and a CIO member. 


Information Pertaining to EARL DURHaM, 
Brother of ISADORE RICHARD DURHAM 


T-10, supra, advised on August 11, 1947, that at this time 
EARL DURHAM, 419 East 48th Place, was Educational Director of 
fU} Section 2, South Side Section of the Communist Party. 


Inte rviews with Former Inp loyers 

HOMER HECK 
Production Manager 
National Broadcasting Company 
Merchandise Mart Building 
Chicago, Illinois__ 


Mr, RECK advised SA .PELFORD E. GARNER on December 1, 1949, 
that he has laiown RICHARD JUR.LAM off .and on for Ihe past 'Eve years, and 
had worked very closely with him during the past two years since he re¬ 
turned to the National Broadcasting Company. HECK stated that from the 
conversations he had had -with DURHAM, he had formed the impression that 
DURHAM'S family, while living in Mississippi during his youth, were a 
little better off than the average Negro family in the community, and for 
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that reason was the point of discussion in any issue or trouble that 
developed along racial lines. HECK 3tated that he believed the DURHAM 
farm was burned out, cause unlcnown, and that subsequently the family 
moved to Chicago. He stated that DURHAM is extremely conscientious of 
equal rights, opoortunities, and privileges for the Negro people. He 
advised that because of DURHAM'S zealous attitude toward racial e-uality 
and his outspoken opinion in this regard, he at one time thought that 
DURHAM was sympathetic to the Communist cause, but that subsequently 
he had changed his opinion. HECK stated he had questioned DURHAM dir¬ 
ectly concerning any connection hi might have with the Communist Party, 
and DURHAM had told him positively that he was not a member of the Commun¬ 
ist Party, nor was he affiliated with any of the organizatbns supported by 
the Commun’st Party. HECK related that although DURHAM'S pursuit regarding 
the equality of the IJegro in the United States ran parallel with that of 

the Communist Party line, he did not think that DURHAM agreed with other 

issues which the Communist Party promoted. IECK related that he did not 
think DURHAM was a member of the Communist Party. 

' j-gj. supra 

This informant advised on December 1, 1949 } that he had worked 
very closely with DURHAM during his, DURHAM'S, employment with the "Chicago 
Defender". The informant stated that he considered DURHAM a very capable 
writer, but that because of his attitude and actions, it was necessary 
for the 'Chicago Defender" to fire him. He related that while DURHAM 

was employed by the "Chicago Defender", he had a feeling DURHAM was fol¬ 

lowing the Communist Party line not because of any open commitment on the 
part of DURHAM, but because of DURHAM'S opinions and actions as unit 
chairman of the Chicago Hows japer Guild. Regarding these actions, the 
informant related that DURHAM was against the established procedure in 
running a nerrenaper in that he did not think it necessary to have copy in 
on time, to have regular hours of employment, or to conform with other 
regulations which are so important to the efficient running of a newspaper. 
DURHAM, according to the informant, represented the "Chicago Defender" 
employees in his position as union chairman to the Chicago Newspaper 
Guild, and that his uncompromising attitude during the labor conferences 
regarding problems of a relatively trivial importance, was one of his 
reasons for believing „hat DURHAM had a tendency to follow the Communist 
Party line, inasmuch as he followed the same course and procedure regarding 
tactics as other known Communist Party members, which the informant had 
observed and been associated with in his official capacity as Executive 

V k/ ... 

«. i.qV.'fc* 
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Assistant to the Publisher of the "Chicago Defender". The informant 
related that he could not recall any specific remarks or statements made 
by DURHAM regarding his leaning, but that DURHAM generally would put 
too much emphasis on articles which would incite the Negro people and 
also whenever an international issue was the subject matter of one of 
DURHAM'S articles, he would color said article in favor of Russia or a 
Russian dignitary, which ever the case may be. 

JESSIE GRIZGSLY 

Secretary to the General Manager 

Station WJJD 

230 North Michigan Boulevard 

Clri.cago, Illinois _ 

lira. GRIEGJLY advised SA WELFORD E. GARNER in December, 1949, 
that the radio show, "Here Comes Tomorrow", which was sponsored by the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, was cast over radio station WJJD 
from September 1, 1947, to January 2, 1948, but that none of the cast 
or writers on said showvere employed by WJJD. Mrs. GRIJDLSY stated 
that she recalled RICHARD DURHAM as a script writer for said show, but 
could furnish no information concerning him. 


Other Activities 


A clipping from the "Packinghouse Worker" dated November, 1952, 
page 5, column i, states that the "Packinghouse Worker" aids in the 
publication of United Packinghouse Workers of America material, inter¬ 
prets union policy and program for the press, radio and public. NORMAN 
DOLNICK is Department Director, aided by RICHARD DURHAM and Mrs. BEVERLY 
ADAMS. 


Vi* 


)T-34, of unknown reliability^ but who holds a responsible posi¬ 
tion, furnished information to the New Orleans Division on March 27, 1953, 
which contained a four page memorandum entitled "UPWA Not to Play Dead for 
Undertaker EISENHOWER", dated Marcy 23, 1953. This memorandum was 
directed to field representatives and district directors from RICHARD 
DURHAM. It was captioned "Staff School Recommendations". Some of the 
recommendations are as follows: 


1. That the UPWA Executive Board go on record to stop the 
war in Korea by exchanging prisoners in accordance ’with the 
Geneva Agreement. 
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2. That it shoulu be the policy of the UPWA to support every 
member in his right to invoke the 5th Amendment when called 
before the House Un-American Activities Committee, or any 
grant jury attacking his civil rights. 

3. That U?UA Anti-Discrimination be administered and enforced 
without reservation. 

A clipoing from "The Champion", April, 1953, P a S e 7, column 1, 
cautioned "New Coordinator Program Set Up," is quoted in part as follows: 
"A new method of operation has been adopted by the International execu¬ 
tive ?3oard of UPV/A. It is the coordinator program designed to take the 
resolutions and policies of our union off of paper and get them into 
dynamic action. 

"Under the joint suoervision of Vice-Presidoit itUoSPLL d. LaoLlY 
and A. T. ST.CFKlilJS the coordinator program is headed by well known Chicago 
writer RICHARD DURHAM who lias proved his trade union ability under fire 
in numerous UPV/A battles across the country." 

\ T—35. of known reliability J 

This informant advised on January 13, 1954, that the "Packing¬ 
house V/orker" of December, 1953, on the back page thereof, contained 
subject data together with the information as to the department in which 
each officer or employee worked. He stated that RICHARD DURHAM and 
MARTHA HOLMGREN worked in the Program Department, International Office, 
DURHAM being head of that department. 

- -k 

|U) \T-36j a Government agency w Ich 

conducts p erson nel and intelligence investigations 

This informant furnished information on February32, 1952, that 
RICHARD DURHAM, who was described as a journalist and script writer, was 
among the individuals taking part in a panel discussion of "Negro 
on Stage, Screen, Radio and Television", held at the Hall Branch Library 
on February 6, 1952. 
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IV. DESCRIPTION 


(U) 


The following a 
from the recordsjof T-2,J and 
Vital Statistics; |^T-4, and T- 


Name 
Alias 
Birth Data 

Sex 

Race 

Residence 

Former Residence 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Eyes 

Scars and Marks 
Occupation 
Marital Status 
Relatives 


description of the subject as obtained 
records of the Hinds County Bureau of 
-5, suprd IjX' ’ 1 

IS ADORE RICHARB'l5URRAM 

Richard Isadora Durham 

September 11, 1917, at 

Bolton, Hinds County, Mississippi 

Male 

Negro 

6059 Haroer Avenue, Chicago 
6204 South Parkway, Chicago 
5'8 n 

168 pounds 
Stocky 
Black 
Brown 
None known 

Radio and script writer 
Married i 

Father, CURTIS{DUjiHAK; 

Mother, CHANIS^dURHAK; 

Wife, CLARIC^DURHAll; 

" Brothers, CLnDWE hlr ' B ARHAM, age 19, 

EARL^URHAM, age 17, CURTIS^URHAM, JR.; 
Sisters, CLOTHDE, age 29, OLatTDIA MARIE 
"^SIJRHAM, iVIIJIFREQ^URI-iAM-jk)LLAIvD 
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["t-1 



r 

Background 

6/2/54 

jPSI 

j 

1 

T-2 



Confidential 

Background 

12/1/49 

Sourcej - 



| 

Background 

6/11/51 


Background 

12/14/51 

i 

i 

Background 

10/4/51 

i 

1951 

12/29/51 


T-3 

Anonymous Source 


T-i 


Background 
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Identity Date of Activity 

of and/or Descrintion 

Source _ of Information 

T-5 

Selective Ser- Backgrotind 
vice Records as 
furnished by 
ALBERT RHYDE, 

Chief Clerk, 3e- 
[ lective Service, 

523 3. Plymouth Ct., 

! Chgo, Ill. 


1947-1943 


947-1948 





Informant 

Check 


1952 




Agent to File Number 
Date Whom Where 

Received Furnished Located 


f 

4/28/50 

CHARLES 

30LZ 

107-18662-20 p2 

2/23/50 

HARK J. 
LAWLESS 
(orally) 

NY 100-197740 

2/23/50 

HARK J. 
LAWLESS 

NY 100-197740 

7/16/51 

ROBiRT J. 
WILSON 



9/22/51 

ROBERT J. 
'WILSON 



4/30/54 

’WELLIA1'-; F. 

THOMPSON 

(orally) 

100-18662-69 

3/6/53 

S. H. 

MC C2-IAIL 

100-20627-183(37) 
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CG 100-18662 

date of Activity- 
Identity of and/or description 

Source of Information 

Date 

Received 

Agovt to 
Whom 

Furnished 

File Number 

Where 

Located 

T-8, Continued 

Characterization 
of DuBois Theatre 
Group 

7/16/51 

R03KRT J. 
WILSON 

1 

| 


1946-1949 

7/16/51 

ROBSRT J. 
WILSON 

a) 66-2612-10(31) 


3/23/52 

3/26/52 

K. H. 

FC GRAIL 

A)66-2612-1B(46) 

T-9 







1/6/54 

1/6/54 

GROVER C. 
.HjMPSON 

1) .>-8009-3088 P 86 

T_in 



b7D 


i 3/23/47 

4/14/47 

JOHN J. 

66-2029-174 

(deceased; 



JARl-IUL 



4/20/47 

5/20/47 

JOHN J. 
JARFUL 

66-2029-180 


4/23/47 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Unable to 
locate 


1/25/48 

2/13/43 

JOHN J. 
JARFUL 

66-2029-232 


2/26/48 

3/4/48 

JOHN J. 
JARFUL 

66-2029-236 

i 


1947 

8/11/47 

JOHN J. 
JARFUL 

» 

100-18662-20 p4 

i 

) 

J 

T-ll 

Anonymous 

Source 




{ 

i 

T-12 

1 Anonymous 
Source 




( 



CG 100-18662 


Identity 

of 

Source 



T-l6 

Anonymous 

Source 


Date of Activity 
and/or Description 
of Information 


Characterization 
of GIL GREEN 


Characterization 
of FRED FINS 


Characterization 
of iTTT IjIaM L. 
PATTERSON 


Agent to 

Date Whom 

Received_Furnished 


1945 

4/23/49 

3/25/45 


JOHN F. 
GL13IVILLE 

JOHN F. 
GLENVTLLE 

Unknown 


File Number 
Where 
Located 


b7D t 

1 

I 


T-17 _ 

Current In- 

-formant Check 


! T-18 _ 

Current In- 

_formant Check 


Characterization 
of Chicago and 
Cook County Citi¬ 
zens Committee 

1951 


5/3/54 JOHN 3. 100-18662-67 

KEATING 

(oraUy) b7D 


5/10/54 EICHASL R. 100-18662-67 

GARRANO 

3 / 7/52 CttiRLBS 

HLOZ 


11/20/51 CHaRLES 100-247S9-1A 
BOLZ 


Characterization 3/l/49 
of "Chicago Star" 


Ii.NlB.RT C. 
POHLNAN 


j 





CG 100-18662 





Identity 

of 

Source 

Date of Activity 
and/or Description 
of Information 

Date 

Received 

Agent to 

Whom 

Furnished 

File Number 

Where 

Located 


T-18, continued 

Characterization 
of CARL HIRSCH 

5/12/52 

CHARLES 

30LZ 

-> 

b7D 


1/19/52 

1/27/52 

CHARLES 

BOLZ 




Characterization 
of Progressive 

2/6/51 

M. E. 

GOHLON 




Party 


T-19 



I=2k 


U=2* 


Current 

formant 

In- 

Check 

5/6/54 

RUSSELL L. 

DAGLEY 

(orally) 

Current 

formant 

In- 

Check 

5/6/54 

GEHS E, 

Aid .'OLD 
(orally) 

Current 

formant 

In- 

Check 

5/14/54 

GEORGE EDWIN 

JONES 

(orally) 

Current 

formant 

In- 

Check 

5/7/54 

JOHN J. 

IiC GUIRE 

March, 1953 

3/27/53 

JOHN H. 

DONE! L 

3/15/52 


3/15/52 

TLOTHY L. 
DONOVAN 

Sumner, 

1953 

3/17/53 

LOUIS K. 

DE GUMS 


100-18662-67 


100-13662-67 


b7D 


100-18662-67 


LA 66-3371-1B14 


b7D 
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CG 100-18662 


Identity Date of Activity 

of and/or Descrintion 

Source of Information 



Characterization 
of CCA3P 




1951-1952 


| T-27 

j Anonymous 
Source 


i 

! 


1 


T-28 

Anonymous 

Source 

T-29 

Anonymous 

Source 


T-30 

AnonymouB 

Source 



1952 


March, 1945, to 
September, 1951 

' T-32 
Anonymous 
Source 

2=22 

Anonymous 

Source 


Date 

Received 


Agent to 
Whom 

Furnished 


File Number 

Where 

Located 


3/6/52 

\ 


5/9/52 


12/4/52 

7/23/51 


J. J. 100-20627-134(61) 

DALY 


J. E. 100-18662-1A3 

GI3LJH, AND 
S3 B. 3. 

WLEB 

H. P. LARSON 100-17728-132 
and SE A. E. (25) p4 
FALLER 





CG 100-18662 



Identity 

of 

Source 


Date of Activity 
and/or Description 
of Information 


l=2k , , 

ROBERT STARNES, 3/23/53 
Regional Direc¬ 
tor - CIO, 

544 Camp St., 

New Orleans, La. 

(deemed advisable) 

1=35 _ 

December, 1953 


Date 

Received 


3/27/53 


1/13/54 


T-3 6 

G -2^ 2/6/52 2/12/52 

Chicago, Ill. 


Agent to File Number 
Whom ./here 

Furnished Located 


Unknown 100-8009-2781 


I 

I 


| 

l 


GRovm c. 

THOMPSON and 
V/ILLIAM V. 
v/IXTED 


100-80'09-3088-pS6 

b7D 


i 

! 


I 


E. A. 100-11506-487-p2l 

FLINT 


REFERENCES 


J 


Report of 
lie ort of 
Re -ort of 
Reoort of 
Report of 


SA V/aL FORD E. GARNER dated 2/14/50 at Chicago. 
SA PAUL G. TaTLOR dated 4/5/50, at New Orleans. 
SA I ARK J. LAWLESS dated 4/5/50 at New York. 

S.-t CHARLES BOLZ dated 0/6/5O at Chicago. 

SA THOMAS J. DONOVAN dated 4/30/53 at Chicago. 
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•TV, 40AR0 FORM NO. 94 


FD-122 

(5-11-53) 


1 I 

Office Memorandum • united government 




TO 

/ 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-367649) 
SAC, CHICAGO (100-18662) 


datBj June 21, 1954 


,ard U.TJ3L 4 

s 


- t 


SUBJECT: ISADORE RICHARD_DURHAM, wa. 

Richard Isadore Durham 
SECURITY HATTER - C 
0.0. - Chicago 

It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 

% The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 


ISADORE RICHARD DURHAM 


0 ). 


ALIASES Richard Isadore Durham 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


'1 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 

TAB FOR DETCOM_ TAB FOR C0M3AB 

DATE OF BIRTH 


ALIEN 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


RACE 


SEX 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


T 4- 


/ 


■7^ 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) United 


Packinghouse Workers of America - CIO. Publicity and Education jeartment, 
608 South Dearborn, Chicago,. Illinois 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE/NUMBER 


RESPONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED AGENCIES/ 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 6059 Haruer r Chicago. Illinois 


(REGISTERED) 

SMC:rcb 

2-x 









DECLASSIFIED 85 
ON Q6-Q8-2G09 


C0fe^IAL 




lb7C 


i 

I 


7 


Pate : 
To: 

'Ltf* om: 


Subject: 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Heidelberg, Germany 

VIA ARMY COURIER 

3/16/55 

Director, FEI 

Liaison Representative, Heidelberg (100- 253 ) 

RICHARD TTTTLGv: 

UNITED PACKINGHOUSE WORKERS OF AMERICA 

508 South Dearborn St. 

Chicago, Ill. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Attached is (are) 

letter(s) dated 2/7/55 _ 

to the following addro a see in the 
(Soviet Zone of Germany, including 
To is material was made available t« 
US Army Europe. It was obtained 


photoststie copy (ies) of 1 
from the subject, a USA resident, 
German Democratic Republic 
the Soviet Sector of Berlin), 
me through G-2, Headquarters, 

Region VIII, 


by 66th CIC Group, 

Berlin, Germany, through technical coverage and the information 
should be used in a manner which would adequately protect the 
identity and nature of this source. 

/ xx / Women’s International Democratic Federation 

(International Demccratische Frauenfoederation) 
Unter den Linden 13 
Berlin W 8, Germany 

/ / Mr. John Feet and/or Democratic German Report 

Friedrichstrasse 167/111 
Berlin W 8 Germany 

Z=7 .. .. 

I ' 1 i '-' , 


GAVsBMo 





conf: 


TILT, 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASS IFIED 
DATE 06-08-20Q9 


UNITED PACKINGHOUSE WORKERS OF AMERICA 


r.bn»rr 7, 1955 


IHO rtANSPOITATKlM UK 
«* soi'h nunon sr*fn 
CHICAGO 5. ILLINOIS 

’IlfPMHK flinii 9 534J 


„ 55' * ^ *. 

a .i < . 


DBCauTrc nmttia 

Wrll* H.C, Q«i*» 


“* Jwt raoclvad aa*pl. oopl w of ,<*. of ^ 

I: .« __ 

«f taw - Dof»O0 Of ChUdMB - Pwoo», Mi 
** •J* r "•* •* 411 7®* pahliooUao* sow antUUo. 

*• ■*“ to r*r plaolaf « <« , wO <n c lut 

* "•*•!»• all fWw, pohlloatu*., a»d If thoro U a dtarg. 
***** Mrrl0 " 1 * “Hi *»• Promptly roBlttod. 



mtmUgr, 


Kbxwik 

PlAe, • • 

• ••• Fit 


Rational Profraa Coordinator 


formrd tha watarfala to tho follovia* addr*.., 

Mj^D-rbui, UtKw.1 JVo«r« Coordinator 

Roao 1800 - 608 Sooth Daarborn Stroot 
CWaafw 5, HI loo la 


■NIV9 ’»em*fiHo#u workers or America, ao 

«8JO iiamvortaioi aw nM B . m kxtih hamonn naan 
o«ca<»o I, AUMOa 

2 6 () 9 ♦" 












FD-122 

(5-11-53) 


fTANOAAO FORM NO. 04 


• , « 

Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


: V /ifFROM 

SUBJECT: 


-Lil# 1 ■> --*■ - y 


.>J% <1* L wj* • 


(Iv- o—3 '7 4 /) 
(1. C-136oro 


DATE: TIov :./cr " ) V> 1756 

l ; ( ,£ 


le " - ' 


l o: 


j X — w ~t i • 


. — - »J 


(r ; 


^ /» ' 


I 


^ I Vi J , i . lJ. 




It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME _ 

ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 

TAB FOR DETCO M a TAB FOR COEEAB 
DATE OF BIRTH 


RACE 


SEX 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


/BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


Unite! ILic! i:~j_ house ci~.r>er_ 


'.OZ Co tr. . o-.jrho*n '"treat. 


Chicago, Illinois. .. :a. ; c r, Lo. ^ Joj.Mi-a or y 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


RESPONSIBILITY 


/ 




Os. j\iL> 

REGISTERED MAIL 

2 -Dureau 

L-'Uiicago 


13 nse 


'ALL T:/'LUV.TrO'J CO ’ 1 TA 7 ULD 

kls:v; . ed 

DATL>v-aj, \.*_:• i 




STANOARq^ORM NO. 64 


DECLASSIFIED BY| 
CM 0S-Q8-20Q9 


'Office Memorandum • united staWs government 


to ; DIRECTOR, F'l (100-367649) 

, J r / 

'FROM ' : SAC, CHICAGO (100-16662) 


DATE: ^ul/ 1, 1955 

'''I. / 


SUBJECT: xs/.hG8tT: ^ICHkHD ’JURHAI't, W8. / 7 '■'( 

su - C t 1 j ■'/ •/;.■ . 

0.0. Chicago /),(■•' ■ f , ( ,|' / , 

**mkf 7/! :C 

Re f erence t ( t • I 

SAC letter 55-30 dated 4/12/55 captioned ’’Security 



Reference 


Index’*. 


Succinct Aesume of Case - -- -- -- 

The following information was reported by informants 
who have furnished reliable information in the past, unless 
otherwise indicated: 

Subject is Educational and Publicity Director, 
rpWA qgssy District #1, CIO, 60b oouth Dearborn otreet, 

Chicago, Illinois, and resides at 6059 oouth Harper Avenue, 
Chicago. 

Subject a member of the Communist Party and Com¬ 
munist political association 1943-51; subject attended meetings 
of South oide section, CP, 19+7-49; a self admitted member 
of CP advi 3 ed that Marxist Study Circle meetings were held 
in subject's residence in 1946; in 195.1 subject was leader 
of Communist cell, referred to as ^cultural Club” or 'Artists 
Group”; subi ct reportedly fol]£W?d CP line in 195^-; subject 
wrote for "Chicago Star" in 194&; wa3 active in Dubois 
Theater group, 1946-49; was in charge of publicity for 
Chicago and Coox County Citizens Committee in 1951; wa s 
me fiber International ..oncers ‘■'rder, 1945-51; subscribed to 
"The Worker" and "Daily .ioncer", 1952; was member of "..arch 
of Paoor" Feature Committee, 1952; was contacted to dra-., 
up material for political act in 20th ward of Progressive 
Party in Harch 195^; attended Civil Sights Congjress convention 
in 195 2; was on the mailing list of Chicago Council of 


jlaa y • --to 

Arts, Sciences and rrofessions, 1952 and 1/53; w« 
list of "California ruarterly”, 1953 •&£ 


mailing 


Since the last report in t.*is case it has been 
reported that subject attended CLAUDE LICUTFOuT dally, October*.' 


ISP:LMA 

(3) 


‘ ■ I ' 

- • A • - , J 


bctf - <IA 


..o 

& 




b6 | 
b7C 








DIRECTOR , P 31 


RE: ISADORE RICHARD DURHAM, wa, 

Si. - C 


1951;; attended PAUL ROBESON concert, October 1954; attended 
lf WorKer" meeting P’ebruary 1955; sent letter to Women's Inter¬ 
national Deomcratic federation, ..erlin W8, Germany, on 
February 7» 1955; at a District board meeting: of 0? held 
in May 1955 members of the board were discussing CP people 
active in the National Association for Advancement 

of Colored People, and GERALDYNE LIGRTFOOT, who was in 
attendance at the meeting, criticized the worx of the 
subject in the NAaCP as being too far to the left 

/? 4 * / 


R ec omrne nd a t i on 


> 


< / 


Retain on Security Index. 


Subject referred to as one of Or people in LAAGP 
at a discussion which tooic place at a District board meeting 
of the Gp in .lay 1955 » and, therefore, it is recommended 
by the Chicago office that subject be retained on the 
Security Index. 

Detcom Tabbing 

Subject not presently ta> I sd Detcom and does not 
meet new criteria for tabbing; set forth in i>uG letter 55-12 (a). 


2 



FBI File and Serial No. / Qg - % ^C c j 

To: CEj FBI Headquarters 

I I FBI Field Division, _ 


From: DISHO. Washington. D. C. 


/ Regarding FBI [^report □ memorandum dated (month, day, ; 
['ZJfSY _at (city, state) CC^.qs,.u _ 

_ — M i>1 M M M A A «»•* ■« f f-J 1 /\ Mil *V«Vl /> M in n \ 


a 

concerning (title 


not necessary if file number is sh 1 


it has been necessary to make additional copies for official use within this age 
as indicated below: 


Number of 
Copies Made 

Distribution 

i 

nTSCO-P/l, Columbus, Ohio 




















alt. information contained 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


COP Y R ECORD 







DECLASSIFIED BY| 
ON Oo-OS-2009 


FEDERAI BURE AU f ; 


j :% f '■ 

5 . * « 


V*Cl AT ION 


3 -J- is 






















CO 200-18662 
CP3.MMH 


X 


CJrfV. x R 1 gh tCongrt?an __(CRC^ 

The Civil Rights Cr.-rgeess V ;>\ de? ;.gn.ui -d hj. the 
Attorney Generai of the United Sl-&t>" , 3 y .iranua*' if. Exclusive Or do/ 
IOJ 4 . 5 O. 

\T-2, ft:o hao furnish?d reliable 1 infoitrial; .ion in the past, 
advised on" 0 sinner 6. 1954 1 that .uo-uju-h. *oua *. n ar. r . at cbe 

CLAUDE LIGHTFQOT Rally, held Sund,-y , Cnf/l-o. ?, .95*':, t»t S.'rri ana 
South Ps.rkMay # Chicago. PAUL R0BE&0F\ .nd CLAUDE 1 . iGHTPOOT vfi-st-r 
featured apeake at the Pn.l’v. Fan Rul'y •;•••■--«d tv tb-* 

CRC of niitiorn 

CLAUDE LIGH1F00T va« fried In Federal Dist* i -i: C urr 
In Chicago, Illinois*, for vi cl it t or f . - .unr . t o rVi+C. On 
January 26, 3 9.55? hft was found puil.tr., ar.d .:. r. F- rv ;.: Li • c 1 \-, 
enten'-cd to the custody of the At ton-, y G-rfur tl oj fch? 


; e .:■ ->. 


war 

United States for a perio 


’4 y 0 0 


The only 15,1949 ei. : r v; *~he 

Washington D.C., **•£', O'.cii-F an •«:» r' ! • 

Told Robe son 1? Veteran Red*. Tni* 1 i .h . 

JORKSOTf, an e#>CJ? 1er. , ; - : .. ua . -,t t 

14, 1949, that- FVU:. HOPKSOU h . •• ... n 

years. JOHUScy ?:.id that he has ■>•.: • Rf'HES'' g • 

2f .7 oado m.,:-: or - '.r, !• • : :: k '■. .’ill ! : , : 

EARL BROWDER. WILL I All 2. FOCTE’V 
leading Csr?w*,i..i : „ 


- r.' : •• 


■■ • ■■ •• «■•? 1 r •• »,•■ 

*•■ l 4. •"••* r . «1 


r UAJJUTjid 

...V' 


O t 


•,♦: the 


Genera.- of 1 ho 


t f ■* v * •/ .. -1 ' ■ e 

O' + : • , > •• ! 


n Daily Wontot ‘" 


j<* 






✓ 


CG 100-10662 


m 


<Uj 


T-3, who has furnished reliable Information In 
the past, advised on February l ar >5, that RICHARD DURHAM 
attended a '’Worker’* meeting held at tne Sutherland Hotels 
4?th Street end Drexel Boulevard, Chicago* Illinois, on 
February 4* 1955, .TOIIM PITTMAN* Foreign Editor of the 
’’Dally Worker” and CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, convicted Smith Act 
subject, spoke at the meeting';}^ 

Inte rnatio nal Dem ocratic Vl-r.t?i^_na Fod e.r ai Ion ( IDK F \ 

[t**4p a confidential source abroao divined on 
March 16, 19.554 that .RICHARD DURHAM, Unite., ••'aekinghoua* 
Workers of America, corresponded with the Women* a In tor 
national Democratic Federation, Berlin, W8 P Oerrr say, 
February, 1955.5\^X^ 


I. Cited as a ” R e d - In t e rn a 13 c nal" o r /? an i ?. at ion 
formed in 19454 in Paris, at an International Congress 
of Women ’’at bha call of Intern;#tional Communist Forpes'’. 
Mme. EUGENISyCOTTON and Mm?. MAR IE -0I.AUDE!/V AT. LL.A Hl/tO * T TURIEI 
Communist members of the French House of Deputies nore 
co-chariman of the Faria Congress,, Ton Acne •"Jr v? 'Hi ate 
is known as the Congre.se of America:; W'. vr.cn Co; . j r. 1 u 
Committee on Llv American Ac t.ivitiea . "• „ i9no r : 

220-2.32 >. 


?.» Cited at £. Commuri 1 f frc.nt '"'ur,i a ■•. -.funded 
and supported at all times by •• In* -rout len-ii < unu/il *■ 

Mo •cement ^. AI i tod as an ,; o rv an! I U": -«i .‘1 -wily 

stated that 1 v Intended to fcli -u the It r -d of !;?>•• 

Union-, 'tho rnly country truly uorkirr for pa -vo. 

which joined in issuing the call for th<~ Wc 4 !-• u 
Congress, held in Facia in April, 194?”. • C«:.r.£*v-:«*»ioa»i 

Committee on Un-Ames* irnn Ac* \v 1 * ;.,Repot*. > r, : * C.-njcrs j-s 
of American Women s ikue.? Report ; ‘t,rr ' i j i .1 26, 

1950 (originally roJ ,*«>sed 0 r. Leo , • . 

Report Number MS, or, •- v-,,* o m-nunl.' t Fa a. . .-,••• />■ ’"11 

25 . I.95.I ■ uMgiua.i M*.t- Aon 1 < - ' . ., - " ' 



f 




CG 100-18662 
CPS :MMH 


The Congress of American Women has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10l|50. 

N ational Association for the Advanc em ent of Col ored People (NAACP) 

T~5* who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on Kay 13 , 19J&, that GERALJDYNE LXGHTPOOT 
criticized the work of DICKhDURHAM in the NAACP as being too 
(Ui far to the left . 


*-5 advised on November 8, 1954, that GERALD! ft*, 

LiGH'i'jf out i3 a member of the Cadre and Education Commission 
of the Illinois - Indiana District of the Communist Party - 

USA.X 


The Communist Party - USA has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


m 


(U) 


Informant Contacts 


|_T'“3s T-6, and T-7 , all who have furnished reliable 
information in the past,'j c advlsed that they know of no 
current Communist activities on the part of the sub lee 


T-3y contacted December 8, 195.5, 
T-6, contacted December 6 , 19,55 


T-7. 


1955, 


X 


^jontacted November 36 , 

an agency which conducts security investiga¬ 
tions in the Chicago area, advised on November 17. i-63. 
that they know of no current Communist activities on the 
part of the subject. 














/ 


CG 100-18662 
CPSiMMH 

ADMIN ISTRAT IVE 

The subject Is on the Security In.lex of the 
Chicago Office, His Security index Card has been reviewed and 
Is current and correct 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed arid T-symbols were utilized only in those instances 
where the identity of the source must be concealed. 


INFORMANTS 


Identity Date of Activity 

of And/or Description 

Sou rce of I nfor mation _ 

_ 

T-l _ 

| 1 /Employment 


Date 

Received 


12/2/55 


Agent to 
whom 

F urnished 


GROVER C, 
THOMPSON 


File # 
whe re 
Locat ed 


Ina tant 
report 


T-2 

?~nrmpv PUJ 


U3LADDE LIGHTF00T 
ral ly 


d’W o rker” meeting 

2/V53 


■10/ 6/5 a 


t'-,/ 


FRANCIS P 
COFFEY 



vCurrent informant 
check 


i 2/ f 3/F< 


JOSEPH C„ 




I U, S„ Army 
| Europe 


Correspondence with • VIn/Rh 
WTDF 2/55 



I tu. f 



0 ■1.6b 


C ■ ■ I. i 


b7D 


b7D 







CG 100-18662 
CPSrMMH 


Identity 

of 

Source 


Dote of Activity 

And/or Description Dote 

of Information Received 



Agent to 
whom 

Furnished 


JOHN E. 
KEATING 


JOHN J. 
5‘OARDE 
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Xi 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

CHICAGO 


TITLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


CHICAGO 


ISADORE RICHARD DURHAM, wa. 


CONFIDENTIAL 



investigative period 10/19 I 23,24,30 ; 

11/5,8,19-21,26,28-30/56 


REWjRT made by 


JAMES K. CALLAHAN. JR. 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


TYPED BY 


INTSRNaL SECURITY-C 


SYNOFtll: 


DURHAM resides at 6059 3 . Harper Ave., Chicago, Ill., and is 
employed as Program Department Director at UPWA, AFL-CIO, 608 
S. Dearborn St., Chicago. HpURHAM has attended numerous high- 
level conferences of the Illinois-Indiana District, Communist 
Party (CP) in 1955 and 1956 . DURHaM has assumed the position 
of Organizational Secretary of the Packing Division of the 
Illinois-Indiana District, CP_, in 1958 . Subject sent "Best V/ishes" 
to Communist Political Association in 1944 . DURHAM^S. name was in 
possession of the "New World Review" as of 1 / 3 / 55 *JkS> 


DETAILS: 

All sources utilized in chis report laave'’furnished 
reliable information in the past unless otherwise stated. 

C- AGENCY, 




"9 R* '- £ * n ( 
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COPIES MADE: 
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The following organizations, mentioned in this report, 
have been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order lOij.50. 

Communist Party, USA (CP) 

Communist Political Association (CPA) 


(U) I. BACKGROUND 

Residence 

On November 28, 1956, Mrs. WALTER GAULIAN, 6063 South 
Harper Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, advised SA JAMES E. CALLAHAN, 
JR», that DURHAM resides at 6059 South Harper Avenue, Chicago,, 


Employment 

\Lon September 18, 1956, T-l advisedj^at RJLCHARIUBURHAM 
is Program Department Director (National Program Coordinator) 
of the United Packinghouse Workers of America (UPWA), AFL--CI0, 

608 South Dearborn Street, Chicago. 

■tii {— - '-,'65 

[On November 28, 1956, T-2 advised that DURHAM continues 
his employment at UPWA, AFL-CIO. 


Criminal 


On November 30, 1956, Officer DAVID MULCHRONE checked 
the files of the Chicago Police Department, Bureau of Records 
and Communications, and advised SA JAKES E„ CALLAHAN, JR., that 
there was no record identifiable with the subject. 

IIC ONNECT IONS WITH THE CP 

m ' ““' ‘ - .. 

In February, 1955, a high level meeting of the Illinois- 
Indiana District, CP, was hell In Chicago, during which negotiations 
in the packing unions were discussed. The Communists are worried 
about what they call le ft -sectarian errors, that is, the fact that 
some Negroes are overestimating the strength of the Negro in the 
UPWA~CI0 and this strength will be considerably lessened in ther^j 
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event of a merger. Among those desiring to fight for full 
citizenship of the "left” in the merged union is DICK ^DURHAM. 

(U)._ ^ . " (T~3- 3/3/55)]X 

During July, 1955* the national CP faction in packing 
met in Chicago. Among those in attendance was DICK DURHAM. It 
was le arned that the CP leaders in packing led by DURHAM and 
SAM PARKS were out to "get” JESSE PROSTEN, who is accused of 
white chauvinism and social democratic tendencies. $ 

(U) ^(T -3 - 7/15/55) J X 


During September. 1955* a meeting was held and 
attended by some of the Illinois- Indiana District. CP, leader¬ 
ship, including DICK DURHAM, in an attempt to resolve the 
differences between DURHAM and JESSE PROSTEN, No settlement 
was reached and another meeting would be required for this 
purpose/^ 


(U) 


m 


t (T-3 


- 9/12/55) jX 


In October, 1955* a high-level meeting of the Illinois- 
Indiana District, CP, was held in Chicago. Among those present 
by invitation was RICHARD DURHAM. At this meeting, the sole 
topic of discussion was the packing industry and DURHAM fell 
in line wL th Party policy as regards this industry 


(U) 


[jM - 11/9/55 )J & 


^During November, 1955, a meeting was held and attended 


by some of the Illinois-Indiana District. CP- leadership. Also 
in attendance were JESSE PROSTEN and DICK DURHAM, The purpose 
of thi3 meeting was to attempt to settle the differences which 
exist between PROSTEN and DURHAM, PROSTEN and DURHAM were 
calling each other liars and another meeting would be required 
to resolve this problem.)*^ 

m \!I 5 jX 

A high-level conference of the Illinois -Indiana 
District, CP, v;as held in November, 1955s in Chicago. It 
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m 


(U) 


was ]e arned at chls meeting, that the fight between 
JESSE PROSTEN and DURHAM was evaluated and It was decided 
that DURHAM was justified in his fight against PROSTEN. 

It was pointed out that the white Communists, just as the 
white officials in UPWA - CIO, have overestimated the Negroes 
in their alliance. It was also pointed out that of the ten 
departments in UPWA - CIO, only one is headed by a Negro and 
DURHAM Is afraid that if this situation is not exposed, he 
will lose his position after the CIO-AFL merger/gC 


jjT~3- 11/28/55 f]X 

RICHARD DURHAM p a leading CP member in the packing 
Industry In Chicago, was scheduled to be In New York in early 
December, 1955* for a conference with KAL 31 NON, National labor 
Secretary of the y~ '-i\/ 


•_(M 


In December, 1955, a high-level meeting of the 
Illinois-Indiana District of the CP was held In the Chicago 
area. The chief point of discussion was the proposed 
amalgamation of UPWA - CIO with the Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workmen of North America (AMCBWNA) - AFL« It 
was reported at this meeting that CHARLES HAYES and DICK 
DURHAM, who are considered the key Party people in UPWA - CIO, 
have spearheaded negotiations wLthin UPWA for positions in 
the merged unionyy 



In January, 1956, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT bed spent the 
(U) better part of a day with 3AM PARKS and DICK DURHAM, wh o 
raised several complaints abr.ut the methods of work of 
SAM KUSHNER, who is in charge., of r wnle-union activities in 
the Illinois 'Indiana District, 6:', % 


m 



It is to be noted that CLAUDE jfIGKTFOGT is the 
jp Chairman of the Illinois'*. Indians list,ic i ,? vh* OP, convicted 
In U.S. District Court. fli 1 • ago, tisylej* l bus mnip clause 
of the Smith Act of r'rn: . y 
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In June, 1956, a meeting of the National Packing 
Commission of the'CP met in Chicago 0 This meeting was 
called to review the work of the CP in the Packinghouse^ 

Workers Union in preparation for its merger of the AMCEWNA - 
AFLo Among those'in attendance at this meeting was DICK DURHAMc 
For sometime there have beer sharp differences between JESSE 
PROSTEN and DICK DURHAM idle has bom charged by the Party 
with being too sectarian and oometimes leaning in the direction 
of Negro nationalism,, Both PROSTEN and DURHAM admitted mistakes 
and agreed that they must work together* 


(U) 


\i.7-3 - 6/lV56)JX 


<U) 


A high-level meeting of the IHin ci s-Indi ana District, 
CP -0 was held In July 195^ In Chicago, In addition to members 
of the District Board.: there- were * e'toval Invited guests, among 
whom was RICHARD DURHAM* DURHAM was Invited because the merger 
of the J^F£-CI0 Unions In the j& eking industry was a topic on the 
agenda* 


(U) 




In October,, 1956 ; it was Earned that SAM PARKS and 
LOU DISKIN,, Chairman and Organizational Secretary of the Packing 
(U) Division, Illinois, -Indiana District , CP r have been removed and 
reph ced by WARDELL HAYWOOD and DICK DURHAM, respectively* 

This is believed to be a very deliberate and conscious move* 
HAYWOOD, and DURHAM want to guarantee their positions In the 
union^nd-Utilize the Party for their own benefit inside the 
union*’- '• V 


(U) 


Y v - :o- / ?o/56)jX 




Communist Political Ass i i 


A. 1 


In 19/f). a fiouv n 

benefit recital sponsc ted o, 
CPA held on December .10, i 
Church, Ij.100 South F-? ok- , . 
a section expressing ’’g, ’ : 

Defender 1 ' employe os* A 
The "Chicago Defender 1 ' 


ff) 


■ y . • issued concerning a 
So. t Side Council of the 
at * :■■■.< •' ! o\ -1 it to £onmunity 


- m o .ntainrd 

*■* mj 


■o mu a go 

•S was RICHARD DURHAM* 
negro weekly newspaper. 

1 T li . of unknown reliability 
but who la in a position to 
fur? lab. this pamphlet - 3/15/55) 









co: 


:al 
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"New World Review" 

This publication has been cited as a Communist- 
front publication by the Congressional Committee on Un- 
American Activities, Report Number 1953* dated Ajr il 26, 
1950, page 108 «, 

M The name of RICHARD DURHAM, 620^ South Parkway, 

Apartment 21, Chicago 11, Illinois, was in the possession 
of the "New World Review " as of January 3 , 1955»$K 

}(t-S - 1/3/55)3 X 


m 


F4:-*=* 


“ 6 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized in this report only in 
those instances where the identities of the sources must be 
concealed. 


DURHAM 1 s Security Index card has been reviewed and 
Is correct and up to date. 


DURHAM’S file has been reviewed and he meets the 
criteria for the Security Index. 


Inasmuch as DURHAM has recently assumed the position 
of Organizational Secretary of the Packing DIvisi on of the 
Illinois-Indiana District, CP, and since he has been reported 
to be an intense Negro nationalist with great dislike for 
whites in general, it is felt that any attempt to Interview 
mjhim at this time would serve no useful purpose. It is also 
felt that due to his union position, his background as a 
journalist, and his access to "The Packinghouse Workerj 1 a 
national trade publication, stujh an Interview might result 
in embarrassment to the Bureau. 


iU) 


INFORMANTS 


Identity 
1=2 _ 


T-2 



Date of Activ. 
&/or DescrJp. 


Location 

100-18662-117 



Instant report 


CP meeting 

2/55 

CP meeting 

7/55 

CP meeting 

9/55 


100 - 18662-85 
V " -98 

/ " -101 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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Identi' 


advisable) 


" -1014. 


" -106 


" -107 



Date of Activ„ 

&/or Deacripe Location 

CP meeting x/ 100-18662-105 
10/55 

GP meeting '> ” — IOI 4 . 

11/55 

OP meeting n -106 

11/55 

Leading OP member S " -107 

in Packing 

12/55 V"' " -109 

LIGHT FOC/T ■ DURHAM v " ->110 

meeting 

CP meeting / " ”11.5 

6/56 

CP meeting ” ~ll5 

7/56 ' 

DURHAM as Org. " -119 

36' Pa'king Div* ' 

CPA program ( 100-3293-lB2(90)p.l3 


" -109 
" -110 


" ”11.5 


" “115 


'• • .e In •• nou 


J i CO •■>12 / 72 
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LEAD 


CHICAGO ? 

AT CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 

Will follow subject's activities and report periodical]? - . 

REFERENCE 

Report of SA LEON B. LAKE dated - 12/30/55 at Chicago. 


A DMINTSTHAT IYE FAGS 


X 



f 











• 1C1AHD FOUM NO. M 


Office MemMmdum • 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO , DIRECTOR, FBI ( 100-367&4-9) 


date: December 13, 19^6 


1 fjjom : SAC, CHICAGO (100-1*662) 

m 

' 1 

subject: ISA CORE RICHARD DURHAH, wa. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


00 : Chicago 


A ViP> 




1 y Cdfo U. i. L). 

' ^ , DEC 2 8 1956**. 

^ Enclosed herewith are four copies of the reoort 

of JAM ;3 E. CiiLLAHAN, Jr., dated and captioned as above. 

. ^ , Inasmuch as , who has furnished reliable 

information in the pa L, departe d on October 20, 195 A 
that tile above-cantioned subject has become Organizational 

it r X the . p f c ^ in '^ Division of the Illinois-Indiana 

(U) District, Communist Party, DURLAI is being made a Lev 

figure of this office. ^() y 

In accor iance with Bureau instructions, a 
photo raph of the subject is enclosed herewith. Attemots 
^ing made to obtain handwriting specimens 
01 the sujject ana these specimens will be forwarded to 
.die bureau at the earliest opportunity. Lis name is 

Division ^ t0 th ® Fey J ' 1,zur % L / st maintained by ti e Chicaga 

2 - Bureau (Enel. 5) (RK) , f* ! , 

2 - Chicago 

(1 - 100-12197) ; 


.JEC:rpc 





DECLASSIFIED BY 
m 06 - 08-2009 


/ /d 

UtO o ] 




» * «• i 9 


ft*®. 11001 








stand**,,form <fn* "S . ■DECLASSIFIED BY|_ 

' ^OH 06-08-2009 

Office Memorandum- 1 '' united 

TO s BIRiiiCTCii, FBI (IOO -367 n) 

U3 

from : 3 AC# CHICAGO ( 100 - 16662 ) 

SUBJECT: i 3AD0Rj RICHARD DUlGLih, vra. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


STATES GOVERNMlSn 

date: February 3, l f , 
ATT:.: FBI LA BO RA T 0R L 


r‘ 


Re Chicago letter and report of BA JAtH, 3 
CALLAHAN, JR., dated December 17, 1936, at Chicago. 

IoADOA.-, AIGhAAJ BUi - ;.Lu'* is being <c-c<o a i.rv Flyura 
of the Chicago Office. J 0 

Lnclosed herewith are photographs of the hand¬ 
writing of DDHHAi-i itei,izod as follows: 


1C0-16662-1A6 


100-18662-1A7 


^ 109-I&662-132 


signature as found on voting 
registration card, 1939 . 

Signature as found on application 
for ballot, November 6 , 1956. 

nanawriting and signatures as 
found an g.; Herbie fc-r loan 
at Northwestern Uni v . rxity, 

^vanston, Ulinois, 19 ! ; 0 . ’ 


esfxvHv- 

2, - Bureau ( Enc 1 . - 3 ){REGI3 PL.L.B) 
2 - Chicago 

(1 - 100-12197) 


JLCrAML . ...flA/V) 








NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 

DIVISION OF STI'DENT FINANCE 

LOAN APPLICATION 


iy 




Date of application.—.- 

Name: ... 

(Laat) (First) f Midair) 

Amount of loan requested $.S’!®....-.*° be used for the payment 

of_'jL tta X xr NN...for the Semester of the school year 19>1® -3. 

C. 


(Tuition, rent, otbtr expetue*) 

at which time I shall be registered in the School of.. 


I expect to repay this loan.. V-A\\. 

y ^ I (Gift mpecttd dilt of 


repayment) 


,i.tv**. vJ, NOT,a ‘ ■ 

Ml ttftf WatlH t • Eh* Mrt'if Hu* .ms AppUdwt bunk my o eruJIy. The «v.o tf^uor afects «LiCh •■* U.A*A with thu 

■don alatk BM to lipid tmd daUwrvd ao Mm Dtotar W Vwdeat Finance «nen the loan application n ft led for coon deration. 



i Me*it ,iu not ntttt VW rAi/ lint/ 


R a fine 
Disposition 


p * * > < 


) M ( ) ( > A ( , ( | S ( 

^t.u- —... . ^ ^ ^ - c .y w 


) ( 


Amount: | ., r?.^?. .r Date Granted:. / ^ . 



1 































This application will not be considered until ail information is properly 
given. Please mark space with an X where inquriy does not apply. 
Write legibly in ink or use the typewriter. 


(1) Church Preference 


(3) Race .. (4) Nationality : 

(6) Of what fraternal or secret order arc you a member? . 

(7) Of what fraternal or secret order is your father a member? 


(Pledge ( ) 

(9) (Active ( ) 

(Transfer ( ) 


(8) Your college fraternity or sorority:....N........ 

(10) Are you married?. .(11) Have you ever been married?.../A>>0~. 

(12) How long do you plan to attend N. U. ?. / J*1*+P?*7* ^ 

(13) Do you plan to transfer to another N. U. School?,A*!0*’.....( 14) What school?. 

(13) In what field are you doing your major work?— ^P. f . *■ . 

H6) d vocat anal plans have you?—. 

(IT) With wh.* ».« *aoy are you ir -.- ,<• ' _ flBl Ac 


(19) Have you money or property of your own? 

(21) Father's occupation: 

(23) Mother’s occupation : 

(25) Ages of your brothersJLt./..j|..l 

1“ ) State fully the tinancial condition of parent 
r\ ft r\ 


T^L...9^. L i.(l £..h£Q& ... 




(State fully) 


S-tlc-JU 










































STUDENT BUDGET 

Carefully fill out your carom tr of expenses and income for 
f' the acmaacer Indieswd on the front cover of this application: 

' ll 


Expeodltans: 

V * I 

(32) Income: 



* * i 

| /. 

Boults and supplies . 

(%. 

Money from parents or friends 

* 

1 .? , e 

Board ....... 

if. 

Loans from parents or friends 

7 

Boom , y,, '. . 

. 1L... 

Earnings. 

.fell. 

Clothing and laundry 

. &L- 

Scholarships and rebates . . . 

i <■ 


. I*,.. 


* 


£ 


* 


. ZA . 


3J.5® 

Total Expenditures . 


Total Income . 

snP 


P . ■ -- 

4 (M) II (bass fin""' do not balance, from what sources do you expect to secure additional funds? 

‘l%. ■. t ■ ... - 

'Wt Hi* following information regarding your present financial obligations and indebtedness: 
Jpps,. mm.< u 1 this university . . . ^. Repaid J..... Unpaid I. 


Uaafis a Due Dates of Loans From Northwestern University: 

« » 1 Jw§ :. - - -- - - .. - . i . ... 1 9 , ...,i Amount; $. .... ...... Due_... 

(m -yew after leaving Northwestern) (or __>ear alter le 

-Due:-..-...-..19-Amount: I .Due 


(«r-T*w after leaving North western) (or - >e«r alter leaving North wntern) 

— — - Due :— ------— If.— ..[Amount: |.......Due _ __ _ 

(ar-year after leaving Northwestern) l„r .ye*i after leaving Northwestern ■ 


(55) Loans from the Methodist Episcopal Church . A. Repaid | . Unpaid J 

(36) Loans from other sources .... C ... . Repaid f . Unpaid S 

(37) Other Indebtedness .... 


(38) What rebates, scholarships and aids (excepting loans) with amounts have you had? T"' 


(39) Are other persons dependent upon you tor their sup; sot while > m ite m o n ,n«> VL'O' 
Hlcase flive patluui.trs: 


(dO) Name and address p«:..»n vy-on s*ti.»n »..n m. : t ,... ... .. t ... ;.. 

your parent or guardian *f if £ y', J f 


3 































In making this application I fully realize my responsibility to repay this loan in accordance with the condi¬ 
tions on the note which I am to sign. 




Signature >»i ApplifiM 


' ; 5 x'.Jt'V' 

■-•■- '** vf 


*« W 

iv 




4 




































STANDARD FORM NO. S4 


V ^ FD-122 

. W ^ ( 5 - 11 - 53 ) 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


jiT* 


JIRSCTGR, FBI (IOO- 3676 I 4 . 9 ) 


SAC, CHICATO (1)0-18662) 


DATBi 


V23/57 


SUBJECT: 


IS ADC RE RICHARD DURHAM, Was. ' 

is - c all co^tain^o 

O.C. - CHIC A TO r.;:r6'." :.-n 

DATE Jd: .i il.h_.__ 5 V 

It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 


ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


DATE OF BIRTH 


TAB FOR C0M3AB 


ALIEN 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


RACE 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 

1 / Unemployed 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 

INTERESTED AGENCIES _ 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS _ 


RESPONSIBILITY 


2 - Bureau (RM) 
1 - Chicago 
GCT:3.7K (3) 


iVSIAYi? jRT 


. -W- 


W ') 

L- r.,. 



STANDARD FORM NO. 94 


TO 


I^L 

pf i * 


^ (jONML^liAL 

Office A/le%. tw, • united states government: 

DIRECTOR, FBI 1100-3676^9) 


SUBJECT: 


(; i j► a 

date June 21, 19^7 


SAG, CHICAGO 1100-18662) 


ISADOnS RICHARD "DURHAM, was. 
IS-C 


DECLASSIFIED 
OH 06-08-2009 


b7C 


C.G. Chicago 

For the Bureau's information and in connection 
with the FD-122 submitted on April 23, 1957, reflecting 
that captioned individual was unemployed, DURHAM was 
more or less forced to resign by United Packinghouse 
Workers of America lUR/A) officials an d, according to 
information received from 


his job and 


b7D 


the department he headed in tne uija's International 
Office, have been eliminated. Said Confidential Source 
stated DURHAM had incurred the displeasure of ANTHONY 
T. STEPHENS, UPWA International Vice-President and 
Director of Organization, by his efforts to build a 
personal following among Negro UPWA personnel and members. 
Other informants have advised that DUrHAM had been using 
the Negro question for his personal advantage. 

Numerous informants and sources have been 
alerted to advise of any new employment on the part 
of the subject but no information indicating he has a 
new job has been forthcoming. 


and 


have reported that 


DURHAM recently received -93,000.00 to 95,000.00 
in settlement of his suit for 1100,000.00 filed 
against one of the major broadcasting companies for 
the unauthorized use of some of his writings. 


b7D 


2 - rureau [it ) 
1 - Jricago 
GOT:sjc 
13) 


Cm’t iif 


i'i t i 

, frv** 


i» 1 ^ 




WCOROF’T V 


... h t l 


1 ‘A 


r* t r 




i.’l 





STANDARD FORM NO. 94 


FD-122 

(5-11-53) 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


\ -- ^ • LL * / 


DATE] 


TT7 


OM 




SUBJECT: 


/ •" 


(1-0-1 


<o 


ATL TvpvvnTiGK CONTAINED 

he vwcussiriED 

DAT £ JlMjJ J_A— T T —1-» ^ 


r» 


*JG 0 1957 :c 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


>: The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 

changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME _ 

ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) _ 

TAB FOR DETCOM_ TAB FOR C0M3AB_ RACE_ SEX_ 

DATE OF BIRTH 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


J 


SINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 

■ rw ' • c.’-f tv\^5 >r. t v' • r Vo ‘ 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 

INTERESTED AGENCIES _ 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS _ 


RESPONSIBILITY 



NOT RECORDED 

t-e- A t j ti—•— 


T 








Hi, 




i. / 


To: 


From: 


FBI File and Serial No. fd C 
I M"FBI Headquarters 

1 1 FBI Field Division, _ 


DISHQ, Washington, D. C. 


Reg/rding FBI ^[report □ memppkndum c 





at (city, state) 


concerkin^ (title - not necessary if file number is shew) 1 


it has been necessary to make additional copies for officia 
as indicated below: 


Number of 
Copies Made 

Distribution 

1 

DISCO-P/I. Columbus. Ohio 




















'ALL L'.’FOnMAT10N C0KTAli.'ZD 
d. '..‘.CLASS Lx£L> 

DATS \\ T V^ \v. :-Y Lv 



COPY RECORD 








DECLASSIFIED 3i'| 
OH 06-08-2009 


C 0 N FI 


s' 

^ IA # 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

oppick or origin 

CHICAGO 


CHICAGO 

TITLE Of CASE 

(•) 


ISAD0RE 

RICHARD DURHAM, wa* 


m 




INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD _ /, - r , „ 
22,23/57 


REPORT MADE BY 

ROBERT VANDERHOVEN 


TYPED BY 

NCS 


SYNOPSIS: 



DURHAM Is a free lance writer in the television industry and resides 
at 6059 South Harper Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. ^Reliable informant 
advised subject was an invited guest at the Illinoia-Indiana District 
Communist Party Board meeting 7/13/56, Chicago, and that during a 
conversation between leading CP members in 12/56 he was mentioned as 
being a member of the Packing Division, Illinois-Indiana District, 

CP. Reliable informant advised that in 4/57 some leading CP members 
favored removing DURHAM from the CP. Reliable informant advised that 
DURHAM was known to be a member of the Cultural, Club, South Side 
Division, Illinois-Indiana District, CP, from 191+8 to 1950/\^< 
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DETAILS: AT CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 


The Communist Party, USA, has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10l;50. 


I._BACKGROUND 


Employment 


(Ui 


On July 16, 1957, Mrs. WALTER M. GAULIAN, 6063 South 
Harper Avenue, Chicago, advised that DURHAM is a free lance 
writer in the television industry. 

, 

RICHARD DURHAM was recently requested by officials of the 
United Packinghouse Workers of America, APL-CIO (UPWA) to 
resign from his position with said organization to which he 
complied. DURHAM was charged by RUSSELL LASLEY, member of 
UPWA Board, (Vice-President) with attempting to take over 
LASLEY's job.X 


'ljT-1, 3/13/57) 


Residence 


On July 11, 1957, Mrs. WALTER M. GAULIAN advised 
that DURHAM resides at 6059 South-Harper Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

II. CONNECTIONS WITH THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) 


DURHAM was known to be a member of the Cultural Club 
of the South Side Division, CP, from 19I4.8 to 1950. 


m 


3/22/57) j X 


DURHAM was an invited guest to the Illinois-Indiana 
District Communist Party Board meeting held July 13, 1956, in 
Chicago.V 

M ^ vD)--- . v 

£W-1, 7/56) J X 

During a conversation between leading CP members in 
December, 19^6, DURHAM was mentioned as being a member of the 
Packing Division, Illinois-Indiana District, CP. % 

3^-1, 12/56 )]X 
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Recently, leading members of the Ulinois-Indiana 
District CP considered ousting DURHAM from the CP due to 
disagreements between DURHAM and other CP members.^§<; 


iU) 




In April, 1957, some CP leaders favored removing 
DURHAM from the CP\A 

m A .. 

^ L (T-1, 4-/57)jX 


Confidential sources, who are familiar with certain 
phases of Communist Party activity in the Chicago area, could 
furnish no current CP information about DURHAM. 
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i |_ I a Confidential Source of 

Information formerly of Chicago but who presently resides 
and works in Kansas City, Missouri, telephonically contacted 
the Chicago Office on 7/29/57, explained he was in Chicago 
on business, was returning to Kansas City later in the day 
but that he had obtained some information in Chicago 
relating to the Communist infiltration of the UPWA which 
he desired to impart in person prior to his return to 
Kansas City. H e said he preferred not to come to the 
Chicago Office. | | was accordingly interviewed by 

SA GROVER C. THUMPSUN ift the former's automobile on the 
lake front on the afternoon of 7/29/57. Information 
regarding himself consisted of the following data: 


_[cont inues his employment! as |_| 

nfinnpspnta tA vp . for the I 1 in Kansas 

_ I and continues to reside in his apartment 

_ in the same city. He has no knowledge 

of subversive activities in the Kansas City area and does 
not desire to intere st himself in such activ ities in view 
of his position wlt H 1 He would not 

desire to testifyr^r have his name used in the open and 
desires that any information imparted by him be accepted in 
confidence. 


b7D 


During his current trip to Chicago, he looked up 
OSCAR BROWN, JR., and RICHARD DURHAM, both of whom he has 
known for years. He himself at one time was BROWN'S script 
writer when the latter had his radio program. He knows SAM b7D 
PARKS, but did not look him up because they never did get 

along too well_Both BROWN and DURHAM were advised several 

years ago by | that he had been interviewed by the 

FBI, that he did not regret It, but that he preferred that 
they not learn of his present contact with the Bureau. BROWN 
and DURHAM were told by him several years ago that the Communist 
Party (CP) was not out to help the Negro people, but was only 
using them, that he had learned such was true and that they, 
too, would learn it some of these days. 
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|_| in his separate conversations with DURHAM 

and BROWN, obtained the following information from these two 
individuals: 

DURHAM and BROWN, in performing their UPWA duties 
(National Program Co-Ordinator and District 1 Co-Ordinator, 
respectively), were intent on advancing the interest of the 
Negro people and assumed the CP would back them in their 
efforts to do so. BROWN wrote a paper in early 1957 on the 
race problem which CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT and RAY TILLMAN (CP 
leaders in Chicago) did not like. In the meantime, DURHAM 
and BROWN had incurred the displeasure of ANTHONY STEPHENS 
(Director of Organization of the UPWA) and other UPWA officers 
by their activities on the racial problem and were forced to 
resign from the UPWA. The CP leadership at Chicago made no 
effort to intervene in their behalf. SAM PARKS' acceptance 
of money totalling over $ 3»000 from a lawyer to whom he had 
referred UPWA members needing legal services became known 
and he was fired with the result that the Party had become 
unhappy with him. 

DURHAM and BROWN hate RAY TILLMAN with a nassion, 
consider CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT a "weakling" and CHARLES HAYES 
(UPWA District 1 Director) to be "stupid". 


DURHAM (an excellent writer, according to _| 

is no longer in the CP and is very bitter toward it because 
he is convinced the Party is out only to use the Negro 
people to its own advantage. He is likewise very disgusted 
with himself for not becoming aware of the real intention 
of the CP in this respect a long time ago. DURHAM has no 
steady job, but is doing a little free lance writing. 

Right after being forced out of the UPWf, he tried to obtain 
a writing job with some "left wing" group, but was turned 
down and is convinced the Party was in back of it. He is 
also afraid to seek a writing job with a "legitimate emolcyer 
for fear the CP would anonymously advise such employer of his 
CP background." DURHAM and his wife own their home and are 
paying on it and are "hard put" on the financial side. 
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|_ told DURHAM he should go to the FBI 

and tell what he knows. DURHAM'S reply was to the effect 
that "how do you go about doing such a thing", after which 
he commented that the last thing he would want would be 
publicity of any type. DURHAM'S wife has been contacted 
by the FBI (which is true) but was non-committal; however, 
she, too, is disillusioned but will follow her husband's 
lead in talking or not talking. 

I I strted he feels the Bureau should contact 

DURHAM but should use the right approach since DURHAM, in 
addition to being a sensitive man, is very upset over the 
entire situation and above all DURHAft should not be given 
the impression that the Bureau would want to "use him". 


-0SCAR BROWN, JR. (a writer and a good one, according 

to _ is likewise out of the CP, is bitter toward it 

and is convinced he was used by the Party to its own advantage. 
He, too, is disgusted with himself that he did not become 
cognizant of the Party's real intention a long time ago. 

BROWN's father is wealthy and OSCAR has no financial 
problems such as DURHAM has. BROWN is taking some courses 
at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, in the 
mornings. The FBI has contacted BROWN several times, but 
BROWN was not too receptive because he felt the Bureau 
wanted to "use him like the CP had done". 


stated BROWN is likewise sensitive and 


should be taiKed to accordingly in any future contact. 


I _ 1 3 tated that neither DURHAM nor BROWN 

made derogatory remarks about the FBI during his talks with 
them. 


Regarding PAM PARKS, this individual likes to play 
the "big shot" and in his UPWA job considered he had really 
"arrived"And had become infallible. He, too, is out of the 
CP and is unhapoy and some\>rhat bitter but is actually more 
"shocked and stunned" at the turn of events which have 
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